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by these preliminary discussions 
petitions or resolutions, which will receive all the 
consideration due to them from the committees to 
which they may be referred, particularly all re- 
garding an inquiry. ; 

The hour allotted for morning business had 
expired. 

THE HOUSE AFPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House, on motion of Mr. POLK, sus- 
pended the rule by which this day is set apart for 
the consideration of private bills, in order to take 


service of Government for 1834— 
Ayes 104, noes 44. 
Mr. WILDE inquired the state of the ques- 


tion? 

The SPEAKER informed him, as he believed 
he was not in the House at the time, that he took 
the first opportunity to correct the decision given 
by him, to say that this motion, submitted by the 
honorable member from Georgia—for the Hpuse 
to recede from its disagreement to the amendinent 
that was made to the bill by the Senate—was in 
order. 


Mr. WILDE then inquired whether, under | 


these circumstances, the motion to recede would 


nounced by the Chair in error to be out of order? 
The SPEAKER informed him that if the mo- 


had refused to concur with the vote of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole prevailed, his motion to 
recede would be in the same situation for him to 
effect his object. 

A desultory discussion upon a point of order, 
of no interest out of the House, arose, in which 
Messrs. J.Q@. ADAMS, WAYNE, HARDIN, 
MILLER, and EVERETT, of Vermont, partici- 
pated. 

After which, 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion to 
reconsider took precedence of any other motion, 
and after which the motion to recede was in 


order. 

Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to reconsider; which were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
it was decided in the negative—yeuas 103, nays 
115. 
Mr. WILDE then moved that the House do 
now recede from their disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. POLK regretted the difficulty, he said, in 
which the House was placed in regard to this bill. 
An attempt had been made to effect a compromise 
by the committee of conference, but the House 
had rejected their proposition. But as another 
conference was in order, andas it was now under- 
stood what was the objectionable matter in the 
compromise which had been rejected, he had risen 
to move a new conference with the Senate. 

The SPEAKER explained the state of the 
question. The rejection of the proposition of the 
committee of conference left the question pre- 
cisely as it was before the conference was ordered. 
The House had the choice of three alternatives: 
first, they could recede, in which case the amend- 
ment of the Senate would be agreed to, and the 
bill passed. The motion to recede had the pref- 
erence of the two other mctions. If the House 
refuse to recede, they may ask a conference with 
a view to a compromise; or the House may adhere 
to their disagreement, which will be tantamount to 
a rejection of the bill. 

Mr. POLK regarded the principle on which the 
House had, in the first place, refused to recede, as 
one which he could not yield. He should vote 
against receding, and, in giving that vote, heshould 
insist only upon the precedents established by 
Congress. If the motion to recede was lost, he 
should propose a new conference, which he hoped 
would result ina compromise. The committee of 
the Senate, in the concession which they made, 











on presenting || similar disposition by the committee on the part | 
of the House. {| 


; ; tended for objects ious! thorized by | 
up the bill making appropriation, in part, for the | ee ee i 


| 





| appropriation bill should be, as nearly as possible, | 
| indisputable. 


| 


Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, stated the con- | 
siderations which would influence his vote. He | 


| believed that it was never the intention that any | 
| but incidental expenses should be paid without an | 


appropriation by law, and in this belief he found 
that he was supported by the earliest acts of Con- | 


recede. Appropriation bills weres he said, in- | 


and it was highly important that every item in an 


By putting into this bill matter | 
which, if proper in a distinct bill, was improper | 
here, we had got into this difficulty. He was in 
favor of the proposition of the conferees, to in- | 


crease the library appropriation; but the easiest | - 
| way of getting out of the difficulty was to recede, || 
/and to leave the matter of restricting the two | 


Houses in the use of their contingent fund, if rt | 
was deemed so very important, to be provided for | 
in an express bill. 

He deprecated the want of confidence insinuated | 
in the objectionable clause against the Senate, and | 





‘ , peer | considered it improper that greater restrictions | 
be reinstated in the position it was when pro- | 


should be placed on Congress, in the matter of | 
expense, than had been done in the other depart- 


4 : . | ments of Government. 
tion to reconsider the vote, by which the House || 


Mr. BROWN would vote against the motion to 
recede, because it was still open to conference. | 
Mr. HARDIN thinks it a mark of courtesy to | 


| submit to partial amendments made ina bill by the | 


| printing, conceded to the Senate, is to disseminate 
| authentic information on every topic of political 


Senate, particularly such an amendment, of that | 
trifling nature, which has been made the subject 
of so much minute discussion. The privilege of 





| 





importance. Itis immaterial whether books com- | 
posed of documents of former years be ordered, or 
whether an order be given for printing documents 
relative to the present year. ‘To order printing, | 
merely incurs a debt, not makes an appropriation. | 
The spirit of concession, and the advantages of 
free orders for printing useful documents, ought to | 
have prevented the introduction of the restrictive | 


| clause, or to have erased it, when discovered to be 


| obnoxious. 


| of such importance as it appears to be in the eyes | 


# | 
Mr. FOOT thought nothing very material was | 
embodied in the appropriation bill as to render it | 


of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means. The bill cannot reach the evil it is in- 


tended to obviate, nor can the remedy reach the 
| disease, 
| restricting Congress from purchasing books, 


Let a law, founded on the principle of 
be | 


| reported, but let it not be appended to an appro- 





| priation bill which is ineffectual. 


| that the regular printing, nor the appointed clerks, 
| &c., of Congress, will receive their salaries: another 
| appropriation must therefore be made. 


/no demand should be tolerated on it, but for the 


orders are made for books, ademand will be made 


Mr. TURRILL thinks the restriction useful. | 
on the contingent appropriation to such an extent 





Every 
appropriation should have a specific object, and 


purposes distinctly specified. 


had voted for the original proposition, that one 
House might be, as was contemplated by the fra- 
mers of the Constitution, a check upon the other. 
If it was not adopted, the result might produce a 
contest for power between the two tiouses at the 
expense of the nation, and he trusted that the 
majority, who supported the bill as it went from 
the House, would continue to support a principle 


ess. . , ; || which was sacred to the welfare of the nation. 
Mr. WILDE spoke in favor of his motion to |, 


Mr. BAYLIES said he was as well disposed to 
contend, upon every proper occasion, for the dig- 
nity of the House as any other member, but he 
believed there was some misapprehension about 
the bill itself. He had examined it, and believed 
that the Senate could not appropriate any of the 
money voted by the bill to improper purposes; it 
— said that they might doso but the bill restricted 
them. 

Mr. MILLER would not have obtruded him- 
self but that he wished to free himself from a charge 
_ of inconsistency, in now voting to recede, which he 
had previously opposed. He had, since that, ex- 


| amined the bill, and discovered that the principle 
| for which he was contending was retained as fully 


in the bill as before; for the restriction as to the 
printing clause secured that object, and it would be 
in the power of the House, if the Senate expended 
their money improperly, and should ask for more, 
to withhold it. He confessed, if he had been a 
Senator, he would have stood out for their amend- 
ment, and he especially supported it, because it 
gave to the House the same privilege which it 
gave them. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY expressed his wish that 
the question might be taken, that the House might 
proceed to the consideration of private bills. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The House then receded from their disagree- 
ment by the following vote— 

Yeas 111, nays 104. 

So the biil was thereby passed, with the amend- 
ment made by the Senate. 

Several engrossed bills were read a third time, 


_and passed. 


The following bills were ordered to be en- 
grossed: 


A bill for the location of lands in the Territory 
of Arkansas; and 
| A billin reference to preémption rights. 
Mr. SPEIGHT moved that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meeton Monday next. An 


| objection being made, Mr. WAYNE moved to 


suspend the rule, in order that the motion to ad- 
journ over to Monday might be made. The mo- 
tion was lost, two thirds not voting in the affirm- 
ative. 

A bill for the relief of Arnold Henry Dorman, 
after some discussion, was postponed. On motion 
of adjournment, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 


Farivar, February 7, 1834. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the resolution offered 


| 
| 
Mr. HAWES thinks the House the proper | by him some time ago, extending the time for pay- 
guardiansof the treasury of the people, and respon- || ing revenue bonds, in order to afford the commer- 
sible for its proper expenditure. He would not || cial community relief, was taken up. 
consent to any compromise of its dignity, nor|| Mr. C. proposed an inquiry into this subject 
admit that the Senate should make demands at || only; and when the accents of distress were reach- 
pleasure on the Treasury. | ing us from every quarter, it was due to the - 
Mr. LYTLE referred to the provisions of the | ple that every practicable effort should haseete to 
bill, and contended that, as the House had at all | give relief; and he was particularly desirous that it 
times the power to review any appropriations made | should come from the Senate, cma ieat the Senate 
by it, it was absurd, unworthy, and undignified should apply all its constitutional powers to that 
for them not to recede. i|}end. When the resolution was first offered, the 
Mr. BYNUM contended that the quantum of | fact of the distress was not admitted. lis univer- 
money was of comparatively small importance in | sality and severity was not now denied. While 


competition with the principle that was invoived, 
which was, in effect, whether the House would 


3 ‘ | yield to the Senate the contro! vested in them by 
manifested a disposition to settle the matter, with a |) the Constitution over the purse of the nation. 


he wus up, he would offer a few remarks in refer- 
ence to an observation made by the gentieman from 


| Pennsylvania (Mr. Wirgina} a few days since. 
ei! 


He then stated a fact, which, if he were now pre- 
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sent, Mr. C. was sure he would correct. It was, | diction of Congress, and the applications of our | 


that he was surprised to find the State stock of | 


Onto selling at 115, while that of Pennsylvania | 


was at 160 or 102. Mr. C. was himself surprised || 


at the fact, as he supposed it was when it was 
stated, but he thought it was correct. Upon the 


assumption of its truth, the gentleman fnsinuated || 


that it was owing to a combination between the | 
Bank of the United States and the brokers, with | 
a view of producing effect upon the Pennsylvania | 
Legislature, and thus reach Washington. Now, 
what must be the surprise of the Senate, when he | 
told them the truth of the fact. The truth is, the | 
stock of Pennsylvania selling at 102, was bearing 
an interest of five per cent., while that of Ohio 
bore an interest of six percent. Any one might | 
make a calculation showing that the five percents. | 
being less in the market, the stock of Pennsyl- 
vania was really the highest. Yet the member | 
threw out the insinuation against the bank on 
these grounds. He thought the gentleman owed 
it to himself, to his constituents, to justice and to | 
truth, to rectify the mistake, and to retract the 
injustice he had done. Scarcely a day passed that | 
he did not hear of distress prevailing in Pennsyl- 
vania. It was only this morning he had received 
a letter from Pittsburg on this subject, which he 
begzed leave to read. [Mr. C. here read the | 
letter.] This letter was from aman in Pittsburg, 
than whom there was no one more respectable, | 
and few more opulent. 

He proposed the resolution with a view to a 
specific inquiry, and he hoped that it would be 
adopted. 

Mr. KANE. The historian of Charles the Fifth | 
of Spain, among the achievements of that eventful 
reign, has recorded the fact that that monarch | 
made the Pope of Rome his prisoner, and whilst 
Charles held down upon him the screws of a rigid | 
captivity, and ata moment when a wink of his | 
eye or a shake of his finger would have given free- 
dom to his captive, he coolly turned around, and 
directed all the priests of his extensive dominions 
to offer up their prayers to Heaven for thespeedy | 
restoration of the Holy Father to freedom. Such, | 
said Mr. K., is the course of the Bank of the | 
United States. The doctrines recently promulged 





the hands of that institution, that she may flood | 
the country with her notes to any extent not for- | 
bidden by the charter, and that there is no power | 
in the State to prevent her from withdrawing it as 
suddenly and as entirely as she pleases. The 
Government deposites may be restrained by the 
hank, for the purpose either of enabling it to en- 
large its accommodations, or for the object of with- 
drawing so much of this currency from circulation, | 
neither to be issued by itself nor any other bank. 

This is undoubtedly true, if the Secretary of the 

Treasury has no other power over the deposites | 
than that allowed to it by the report of the Com- 

mittee on Finance. If the deposites can be with- | 
drawn by the Secretary, only in cases where he | 
deems them unsafe, or when the bank refuses to | 
the Government the necessary facilities for trans- | 
ferring the public funds, how is the bank to be | 
compelled to relieve the wants of the country to | 
the extent which the deposites may authorize? | 


| been just presented by the gentleman from New | 


|| York; it was almost a copy of the language that | 
here, show us that the control of the currency is in || 


Not by scire facias, nor by any judicial process, || 


because such refusal presents no violation of the || 
The Government cannot || 


terms of the charter. 
reach the conduct of that institution in any other 
mode than through the agency of courts and juries, | 
and if the Secretary does not hold in his hands the 
corrective, the greatand sovereign right to regulate 
the currency, so indispensable to the freedom of 
the country, and to the security of all private prop- | 
erty, belongs to the bank, and the Government | 
itself is made to contribute to the distresses of its 
own citizens whenever the bank may choose to 
withhold from circulation the public deposites. 
That some parts of the country are now in a con- | 
dition of great embarrassment, I have no right to | 
deny, beeause the evidences of it upon the table 
are numerousand conclusive. The withdrawal of 
the deposites cannot be the cause, unless by that 
operation the amount of the means of banking 
accommodation, both State and Federal, has been | 


diminished. It may have been the means of ex- | 


‘the reasons of the Secretary of the Treasury for 


| 


fellow-citizens for relief should be addressed to the || 


directors and stockholders of the bank, to con- 
vince them that they consult their own interests | 
by making peace. 
Now, the course the Administration felt them- 
selves authorized to take might be gleaned from 
what had been eaid by the gentleman from New | 
York, (Mr. Wricut,] and that appeared to be to | 
do nothing on this subject. There was no relief | 
to be expected from that quarter, because it was 
said that the question of restoring the deposites 
was connected with the question of the recharter | 
of the present bank, or the establishment of another 
in its place. Here, then, was the course, as far 
as one side had laid it down—and what had been 
done by those Senators who had talked the most, 
the longest, ard the loudest? The Senate had 
been six weeks in discussing a question which | 
cannot, let it be decided one way or the other, | 
effect anything. It would settle nothing. The 
subject had been referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, who had made a report on it; and what | 
did it propose? Precisely what we have been 
talking about for the last six weeks; it stated that | 


the removal of the deposites were not sufficient. 
The report did not go into any reasons to show 
why the deposites should be restored, nor did it 
i00k into the effect of a restoration of the depos- 
ites. ‘The committee had abstained from express- | 
ing an opinion as to whether a restoration would 
or would not effect relief. The Senate, then, had 
been discussing a subject which would eventuate 
in nothing—had been debating a mere abstract 
proposition, 

Gentlemen did not propose any relief, but took | 
occasion to find fault with the Administration. 
They said there is distress, but said nothing else. 
Mr. K. attributed a want of confidence on the part 
of the community, ina great degree, to the language 
that had been used by Senators in speaking of | 
distress. To show that what was said in this body | 
had made an impression on the public mind, he 
needed only to refer to the memorial which had | 





had been used here. If the people were to be told | 
that the powers of the Government had been 
usurped—that the President wa3 a tyrant—that | 
the sword and the purse were united in the same | 
hand, and that dreadful consequences were likely 
to grow out of this single act of the Secretary of 
the Treasury—why, it would be most extraordi- 
nary, indeed, if these assertions did not make 
some impression on the public mind. 

Members of Congress must have had less weight | 
in the community than they deserved, if somebody 
could not be found who would believe what they 
said. Here,said Mr. K.,in this Chamber, where 
the vestal lamp should be always lighted, where 
the oil should be pressed from the leaf of the olive 





cano from whence is thrown, all over the country, 
the material which alarms our fellow-citizens. 
The remedy which had been proposed for the pres- 
ent distress, by the resolution of the Senator from 
Kentucky, was to extend credit to the merchants 
upon their duty bonds. This he considered as a 

artial relief, and it did not reach the whole object. 

t was a partial measure for the relief of one class 
of men, not only to the disregard of all others, but 


| to the positive injury of all others. It was a ques- 


tion whether there should be any deposites at all 


-inany bank. The importers having credits ex- || 
tended, will be relieved, and all other classes of || cue from no man, however deeply he might be im- 


| importers by law, and leave the rest of the commu- 


| tender mercies. 


men will be deprived of the advantages of the || planted in the affections of the people. 
deposites in any bank, Stateor Federal. Would it || f 


_ be raid that because relief was thus afforded, it || tial communication on any bill or subject, public 
would be extended in consequence to all others— || 


tradesmen, farmers, and manufacturers? The 
answer to that suggestion is, that you relieve the 





nity to be dealt with by them according to their 
Why should gentlemen select 
importers in preference to any other class? Be- 
cause Senators say we do not know how it is in 
our power to relieve others. And has the Constitu- 
tion drawn this distinction? Have these men su- | 





citing the bad passions of boards of directors, and || perior claims upon the public indulgence? Why, 


thus of ae the Federal and State banks. 
The correction for this evil is not within the juris- 
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the importers were foreign agents, who could un- 
dersell the regular trader, and that auction sales, 
so much encouraged by them, were destructive to 
manufactures ? 

He was perfectly willing, for one, when any 
measure should be proposed which in his judg- 
ment would relieve all classes from the present 
state of embarrassment, to give it his support— 
but not by restoring the deposites, by rechartering 
the bank, or by establishing a new bank. 

It seemed, according to the views of some gen- 
tlemen, that there was no plan in the world that 
could be adopted to rid us of our difficulties, but 
by establishing a bank—there was no living with- 
out a Bank of the United States. It had been said 
by one gentleman, that the people, after trying the 
State banks, which he called bark canoes, would 
call for Old Ironsides again. Old Ironsides, indeed ! 
That was the nom de guerre of the ** Constitution.”” 
Was it intended to be intimated that the Bank of 
the United States was to be regarded as the Con- 
stitution, to which everything was to be confided ? 
And who, he asked, is Old Ironsides to be com- 
manded by? The gallant comniodore who had 
spread her name and fame everywhere all over the 
world? or by the patriotic chief now at the head of 
our affairs? No, sir! She was to be commanded 
by Nicholas Biddle, president of the Bank of the 
United States. Let the bank hold on to the motto, 
Ne sutor ultra crepidam, and let president-making 
alone. Let it loan all the money it can with safety, 
and make all the profit it can for the stockholders. 
That is its duty. 

Mr. K. concluded by repeating his intention to 
vote for any measure that would have the effect of 
general relief. 

Mr. WILKINS having resumed his seat during 
the previous discussion, said that he had been in- 
formed by the gentleman from Kentucky, that in 
the remarks he had just made, and while he (Mr. 
W..) was not in his seat, he had referred to a state- 
ment made by him, in relation to the prices of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio State stocks in Philadel- 
phia, and presumed he (Mr.W..) would make the 
correction on the authority of letters, &c., received 
by the gentleman. He was glad the call had been 
made on him—he had been waiting for it. It was 
not his duty to introduce the subject, because it 
might be thought it was an acknowledgment of his 
error. It was noerror. He said he took it from 
a newspaper publication—he had no correspond- 
ence in Philadelphia on the subject. The prices of 
stocks were always published in the newspapers; 
and he stated upon such an authority that Penn- 


| sylvania State stock, bearing an interest of five per 


cent., and redeemable in 1850, was at 101 or 102, 
while that of Ohio, redeemable at the same period, 
and bearing the same interest, stood at 110 and 112. 
He referred to the quotation in a newspaper, the 
American Sentinel, dated January 24, 1834. [Mr. 


|W. read the statement.] He was not responsible 


|, for the correctness of the editor of the paper. Did 
|| and poured upon the troubled waters, is the vol- | 


he need anything further, then, to bear him out? 
If it was an error, he was at a loss to know how 
it occurred. He would lay the statement on the 
table, for gentlemen to refer to if they pleased. So 
much for this. The other day, and also this morn- 
ing, the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Por- 


| DEXTER] referred to him as speaking by authority. 
| That was a significant phrase, and bore a well- 


known meaning here. He did speak by authority; 
but it was an authority within his own bosom. 


| It was an authority proceeding from his conviction 
of the rights and interests of his fellow-citizens, 


| and upon his own best judgment. 


He took his 


In all his 
fe, he never had one word of private or confiden- 


or private, with the President. He had never in 
| his life seen General Jackson alone. He was in- 
| dependent of him and of every other consideration 
except what bore upon the best interests of his 
fellow-citizens. When he held conferences, he 
would go to the fountain head—the people. He 
did not allude to any executive measure, but only 
as to his own impression that the people would 
‘adapt themselves to any condition which might 
| result from this state of things. The gentleman 
| had a very favorite word here: it was the word pet. 


sir, were we not told over and over again, during || Now he presumed he used it in its family signifi- 


the tariff discussions, that to a very great extent || cation—he had his pet, but that was only one— 





1884. 


Mr. W.had many. One petina family was more 
dangerous than many, and if the gentleman did not | 
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on 
of the bank? It was fully demonstrated that it | the table until to-morrow. However, (said Mr. 


take care, he feared his pet would shortly rule the | was entirely solvent. Its duties, then, were still | K., turning to Mr. Wickws,) on this point | woald 


mily. 

' Bur the distress of his constituents had been 
brought into view. He stated his belief, the other 
day, in the absence of distress in his neighborhood. | 
He left home the latter end of November; all was 
then calm and tranquil at Pittsburg, and yet the | 
bank commenced its curtailments on the first of 

August preceding, and broke up the domestic ex- | 
changes on 13th August. The high prices of prop- | 
erty in Pittsburg were not affected; there were no | 
complaints before. Since then he had received 

many letters breathing complaints, and this morn- 
ing two others, uttering threats which were a dis- 


| Government, had also been paid. 


grace to the writers. He had been told by gentle- || 


men, now within the range of his voice, that there 

would be serious distress in Pittsburg. He told | 
them that it was strange it never had been commvu- | 
nicated to him, till his declarations here on the sub- | 
ject went home. The question rested between his | 


constituents and himself; headmitted they were in || 


difficulties, but the difference between them was 
as to the source of the real cause of the evil. 


He || 


told them they saw the removal of the deposites, |. 


and they fec: the pressure, and they ascribed it to 
the action of the Government. Hetold them there 
might be other and secret causes for it. Now, they 
were not aware that between the month of Novem- | 
ber last, and the 13:h of January, the bank cur- | 
tailed its accommodations half a million; they | 


were not aware of the amount abstracted from,|| out of circulation—it has almost disappeared. And || few thoughts in the course of my life on this sub- 


circulation in that time. He had a word to say 
respecting the relation which the bank stood at 
this moment to the State of Pennsylvania. It was | 
well known that the Messrs. Allen, brokers in 
Philadelphia, took the late State loans to the 
amount of three millions, an operation which in- 
volved them deeply and compelled them to throw | 
up a portion of the stock, and in consequence of 


The stock was taken by four Pennsylvania banks: | 
twoin Philadelphia, andtwointhe county. Now, 


row large sums of money on her own vast resour- | 


Bank? Theability of the State to borrow depended 


upon the banks located in Philadelphia. The State |: 
banks are required by ‘icir charters to loan the || 


State five per cent. on ‘heir capital when required, 
and to pay into the State treasury a certain com- | 
mission on theirdividends. Standing as they now | 
do, their capacity to loan depends entirely on the 
course of the United States Bank, because it is 
able to control the State banks; they live, as the 


| 


'| existing, and the performance of those duties were || consult the wishes of the honorable gentleman 
|| consistent with the desire of gain by the bank, be- 
|| cause distress in the community must diminish the | 


himself. 

Mr. WILKINS having expressed his willing- 
profits of the bank. The contingent drafts,amount- | ness that Me. K. should proceed, Mr. K. con- 
ing to a million and a half, had all been met and || tinued— 
paid. The amount which the bank held,duetothe || I do not sufficiently disagree, Mr. President, 

It was incum- | with several gentlemen who have addressed the 
bent on the institution, then, to exhibit a good will, | Senate upon these resolutions, (either directly or 
a friendly disposition towards the community, to || incidentally,) to feel myself called on to pay any 
grant relief as far as was in their power. He || particular attention to their remarks. He should 
would not say to what extent they could go. They | (he said) himself vote for the resolution, but he 
ought, however, to go as far as they could; and if | dissented from some of the reasons given by gen- 
the bank should proceed in a way which indicated || tlemen for their support of it; and he deemed it ef 
a wish to force a recharter, there were those who || the first importance in the present condition of the 


| would recollect it. As to his opinions of a Bank | country that we should not only act advisedly, 


of the United States, he thought he ought now to | but endeavor to give reasons for our acts that 
express them. There were but two courses that | would be respected by the community to which 
could be pursued to attain a sound currency. One || they were addresed. 

was by means of a National bank, and the other || Mr. K. said he would mainly direct the few re- 
by State banks. As to a metallic currency, he had || marks he intended to make to the observations of 
thrown that out of the question; there was no prin- || the honorable Senator from Mississippi on the low 
ciple upon which it could be founded, and there || prices of our articles of export, and the causes of 
was no power in Congress to secure it. Suppose || their depression. This wasa subject in which the 
we should throw out of circulation the paper of || South was particularly interested, and for that rea- 
the National bank, it must be followed by issues || son the honorable Senator from Mississippi had 
from the State banks, and this must throw specie || given it particular notice. 

almost entirely out of circulation. Look to the!) I do not profess, Mr. President, (said Mr. K.,) 


' Corporation of this city—they issue small notes, || to be very intimately acquainted with the nature 


and the metallic currency in Washington is driven | of commercial operations. 1 have bestowed but 


| it must necessarily beso. There was no power in | ject, and am, perhaps, still less familiar with the 


Congress to restrain the issues of State banks or || usual influence of a deranged and fluctuating 


control the currency, except by a National bank. || currency upon the commercial interests of the 
| The instance given by the gentleman from Vir- || country. But, sir, (said he,) with my unlearned 
_ginia, [Mr. Rives,) of the success of the metallic | notions upon these subjects, the views of come 


| the currency. 


when it was necessary for Pennsylvania to bor- || not possess these means, through any laws al- || so widely in my views with other gentlemen who 


| ready made or which it is in their power to make. || have preceded me in the discussion. 
ces, what was the conduct of the United States || 


| 


| 


directorssay, only at the mercy ofthe United States || 


Bank; itcan annihilate them ata blow. 


Whether || 


the State can obtain loans, therefore, depends upon || 


a bank which is capable of holding such language 
as, ‘‘ we will cripple you the moment you allow 


As much had been said of domestic exchanges, 


Mr. W. referred to the letter of Mr. Crawford, || 


dated 3d July, 1817, showing that even the attempt, 


changes, with a view to profit, and not for the 
benefit of the commercial community, was repro- 
bated by him, and that in such an event, the Presi- | 
dent and Secretary would have no other alterna- | 
tive left but to exercise the conservative power, 
reserved in the charter, of removing the deposites. 

Mr. SILSBEE earestly hoped the resolutivn | 
would pass. The distress was not now to be 
doubted. We had heard it from gentlemen who | 
were most likely to know. He thought when | 
creditors of all classes were granting indulgence to | 
their debtors, the Government ought to be equally 
lenient to theirs. 

Mr. BLACK said he had no objection to the 
resolution; but he had no idea that any benefit 
could grow out of it. He thought that specific 
relief could not be extended, but that the distress 
could only be alleviated by the bank itself. The 
bank was a fiscal agent, having two duties to per- 
form: the one to the Government, the other to the | 
country, As respected its duty to the Govern- | 
ment, the bank was absolved from that by the | 
removal of the deposites; but its other duties to the 
community were still binding. It was a corpora- 
tion designed to facilitate the business of the cum- 





| distress on the community. Another destructive 


| effect on his State, alluded to by his colleague, 
the Legislature to pass resolutions against us.”’ 


| dium of State banks for conveying funds to the 
on the part of the bank, to deal in domestic ex- || 


currency in France, is in no way analogous. | gentlemen have been so exceedingly wild, or, at 
France is a consolidated empire, having a char- || least to me so u. satisfactory, that I hope I may 


| tered national bank; there the Government has || not be charged with presumption, or even with 
this the Governor proposed to borrow $300,000. || 


the same power in one part of the kingdom as in || affording evidence of a degree of confidence in my 
another, and therefore it has the whole control of || own opinions which I do not feel, if I should at- 
This General Government does || tempt very briefly to explain why it isthat I differ 


We have, then, only two choices: the one is the || The honorable Senator from Mississippi had 
currency of a national bank, the other the cur- || contended, if he understood him, that the present 
rency of bills issuing from State banks. The great || low price of cotton was to be attributed to the de- 
extent to which the bills of State banks may be, 
and are counterfeited, is a great evil. How was a || 
man in Mississippi to know the genuineness of || 
bills of banks in Maine? He would not know | 
there was such a bank as the notein his hand pur- 
ported to issue from, much less its genuineness. 
Another evil consequence resulting from such a 
currency is the overissues of the State paper, 
producing an alternate rise and depreciation in 
the price of property: this must inevitably bring 


rangement of the currency, and the inequality and 
depression of exchanges, which produce a want 
of fair relation between the home and foreign 
market, all of which was to be attributed to the 
|| removal of the deposites. Here Mr. K. turned to 
|| Mr. P., and said that he had taken no notes, and 
being suddenly called up in the debate, he might, 
| 
| 


possibly, not recollect accurately some of the 
positions of the honorable Senator, and he hoped 
if he.should misstate his arguments, that he (Mr. 

{[Mr. Pomwpexrer,] was, that it must render the || 
valley of the Mississippi tributary to New York. || 
How can facilities be furnished through the me- 





P.) would take the oe of correcting him. Mr. 
P. bowing assent, Mr. K. proceeded: 

Sir, (said Mr. K.,) that the home price of an 
article of export, in which the speculator usually 
deals for cash, and ships toa foreign market, which 
Ste | being the market of its greatest consumption, con- 
eastern cities? Every State in the West must || fessedly cy ow its price in all parts of the world 
have funds to the amount of at least half a million || where it is produced; or, (to take the other branch 
dollars in the eastern cities to carry on their busi- || of the proposition,) that the relation between the 
ness. Ifa merchant in the West takes bills on to | home price of an article of export and the price of 
the East from his own banks, the brokers may || the — — in ws bg market, should be 
fix their own rates of exchange, and the holders || materially influenc y the derangement of the 
could force no other terme than they chose to dic- || a = es the currency, the in- 
tate; and there was not much favor to be found in || equality in domestic exchanges, or (what seems 
their lenity. He, therefore, preferred the present || most relied on) the want of confidence and the 
system. a — of credit in this country—seemed to him to be 

Mr. POINDEXTER then rose and addressed || doing violence to ail just reasoning upon the sub- 
the Senate at length in support of the resolution. || ject, _ to be marked witha eee of the 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, rose and said that the || most obvious laws of trade, and the plainest prin- 
sudden arrival of the debate on these resolutions || ciples of commerce. " 
reminded him that, shortly after the resolutions Sir, (said Mr. K.,) what renders this assuzaption 
were introduced, he had made an effort to say a || the more extraordinary, is the admission on ali 
few words upon one branch of the question raised || hands that the country has never been so full of 
by them, and to which the honorable Senator from || capital as it is at this time. Yes, said Mr. K., all 
Mississippi had professed mainly in his first speech || accounts [ have seen recently from the Atlantic 
to direct hia attention. He then failed to get the | cities concur in proving that there has rarely been 
floor, and had abandoned all idea of addressing the || such an accumulation of private deposites in the 
Senate upon the subject. He said, however, as || banks of the Atlantic cities, and especially in New 
the subject had been revived, he would like still to || York, as there was at the date of the last eccounts. 
make a few remarks, vut in doing so, that he might || Of money and currency in the country, then, there 
not interfere with the privileges of the gentleman || was a plethoric abundance, and that, too, not alone 
who had the floor upon the special order of the ‘ belonging to the banking institutions, and subject 
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to their control, but belonging to individuals, and 
which, by a law common to speculating men, they 
would always invest whenever they could honor- 
ably expect a profitable return. 
standing this admitted abundance of capital in the 
country, it is said ‘* there is a want of confidence 
and a want of credit,’’ and ‘* hence the low prices 
of our articles of export.’’ Sir, said Mr. K., you 
might as well say, ‘* hence the low condition of the 
western waters’’ during the fall of 1833. What, 
said Mr. K., has a want of confidence or a want 
of credit in this country to do with the matter? The 
capital is now idle in the hands of individuals, and 
the capitalist who has money unemployed wants 
neither confidence nor credit. He has money, and 
always wishes to employ it profitably, when in- 
vited by a market that offers a large profit. Why, 
said Mr. K., 80 far from the position of gentlemen 
being true, it may be safely assumed that if every 
dollar of currency were ‘‘by one fell swoop”’ 
stricken from the face of the earth, within the limits 
of the plaating States; yes, from the Potomac to 
the Sabine, unless it were driven beyond the con- 
fines of the commercial world, and its circulation 
forcibly prevented—the influence of such a local 
disaster to the currency on the price of cotton in 
the planting States would be merely temporary. 
What, said Mr. K., plenty of capital in the coun- 
try at the command of individuals unemployed, and 
a tempting foreign market before them, offering, it 
is eaid, large profits, and yet the capital will not 
circulate in the purchase of it! Why, said Mr. K., 
you might as well expect to stop the flow and cir- 
culation of the blood to the heart of the animal 
during the continuance of respiration, as to stop 
the flow and circulation of currency to those points 
where it can be most profitably employed. 

But an attempt has been made, (said Mr. K.,) 
to account for the fall of cotton by the loss on 
exchanges. ‘To attempt anything like a lucid ex- 
position of the nature and operation of exchanges, 
(said Mr. K.,) would require both detail and 
time; and he was disposed to save himself the 
trouble of the one, and the Senate the consump- 
tion of the other. But a few remarks would dis- 


pose of this part of the subject. The gentleman |, 


from Mississippi had said (if he understood him) 


deposites, foreign exchanges had fallen, and do- i| 
mestic exchanges had risen; or rather, that the 
premium on foreign bills had fallen, and the dis- 
counts on inland bills had risen, which, thus ex- 
plained, seemed to assert a depression in both 
species of exchange, as the effect in both cases 
was to reduce the proceeds of the bill in the hands 
of the seller. 

if (continued Mr. K.,) the honorable Senator in- 
tended to assert that domestic exchange has been 
unusually high or unequal during the fall of 1833, 
he must insist that the honorable Senator was— 
unintentionally, of course—mistaken in point of 
fact. Mr. K. stated that he lived in a central city, 
about equi-distant between this and New Orleans; 
and mentioned some facts, and referred generally 
to the exchange tables, as found in the southern 
papers, to prove that, from the city of his res- 
idence, exchange north and south, had rarely, if 


deposites. 
Orleans, he knew not. But if it were as stated | 
by the Senator from Mississippi, when last up, 
greatly against New Orleans, he could only say, | 
what the Senator and all others must readily per- 
ceive, that the effect was in direct hostility to the 
proposition which this fact was brought forward 
to sustain. If Louisiana bank bills were ten or 
twelve per cent. discount in New York, as had || 
been stated, and exchange were so heavily against 
New Orleans, the inevitable effect must be to 
transfer capital from New York to New Orleans, 
for the purchase of cotton. When speculators 
with $1,000 in New York could place $1,100 in 
New Orleans for the purchase of cotton, they 
would purchase cotton nowhere else, and such a state 
of its currency would shortly make New Orleans 
the greatest exporting and importing city in the 
Union. 

But (said Mr. K.)a practical answer to all this | 
theory is readily found in the relation between the 
prices of cotton in the different ports of the Union. 
The quotations in the different seaports would I 





_ ‘THE CONGRESS! 


Sut, nothwith- | 


| What would this amount to? 


of trade between the two countries. 
| ted, then, (said Mr. K.,) on all hands, even in the 


| complaining memorials upon your table, that the 
ever, been lower than since the removal of the | 


What it was at New York or New || 





| show no unusual inequality in price. And he 
| would ask gentlemen why it was, that if cotton 


were low in New Orleans, from the difficulty of 


supplying funds from New York to purchase, | 


why did it not bear a better price in New York, 
the place from which the money is said to be supplied ? 
These are both exporting and importing cities, 
and there seems no unusual want of relation of 


prices between the city supplying and the city | 
supplied, with capital to purchase this article of | 


export, And this alone would prove that nothing 
could be lost to the producer by the inequality of 
domestic exchanges. But (said Mr. K.) I will 
make a more unanswerable inquiry stiil—why is 
it, said he, that cotton does not bear a better 


price in Texas, Mexico, and South America? | 
He hoped there had been no removal of the de- | 


posites there! : 
But (Mr. K. said) the shortest way to dispose 


of this whole charge of loss on account of the || 


depression of exchanges, would be (for the sake 
of argument) to admit the facts as charged, and 
we would instantly see such a want of agreement 
between the alleged cause and the alleged effects, 
as clearly to show that there was no proper con- 
nexion between them. He had seen in the public 
prints, that some who had agreed with the views 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, insisted on a 


loss to the producer of 25 or 3 per cent. on this | 
For no one, he believed, contended for |, 
a loss to the producer of the whole amount of the | 
depression of exchange, or attempted to impute the | 


account, 


entire decline in foreign exchange to the measures 
of the Administration. But to be liberal in our 
admissions, for the sake of argument, (said Mr. 


| K.) let us say 5 per cent. He presumed the Sen- 


ator from Mississippi would not contend for more. 
In estimating cot- 
ton at 10 cents per pound, it would amount toa 
half cent per pound. How shail we account for 
the balance of the loss? It is alleged that the loss 


is from 3 to 5 cents per pound. 


But (said Mr. K.) { must say a word on foreign 
exchange; though the loss on that is included in 


the admission just made for the sake of argument. | 


It is said, | think, that the pianter loses the pre- 


_mium on foreign exchange, which formerly added 
that, as one of the effects of the removal of the || 


to the price of his productions. (Here Mr. Poin- 
DEXTER begged leave to explain. He said, that 
by the depression of foreign exchanges, cotton 


| would not now be used as a remittance to the 


same extent as formerly, as the depression de- 


| stroyed the competition among that class of pur- 


chasers who purchased cotton for remittance 
instead of exchange.} Mr. K.resamed. He said, 
with the explanation he perfectly understood the 


argument of the honorable Senator, and thought || 
| it easily answered. 
condition of our own money market had exerted 


No one had shown how the 


any agency in depressing foreign exchange. It is 
never dealt in as an article of speculation; it is 
only needed for the payment of our foreign debt; 
and the price and competition depend upon the 
demand, and the demand is regulated by the state 
It is admit- 


balance of trade is largely in our favor, This was 
a state of things long desired by us, and the Sen- 
ator might as well expect the laws of gravity to 


| be disturbed, and the waters of the Mississippi to 
| turn up stream, and continue in that direction, as 
| for exchange to be against us when the balance of 


trade is in our favor. The premium of exchange 
(he said) should not be expected to resist the 


‘| balance of trade. 


So much, then, for the home prices of our arti- 
cles of export in connection with the measures of 
the Administration. We are, however, confound- 


ed by another proposition, brought in aid of the | 
first; and though no attempt is made to explain it, | 
for an obvious reason, yet it asserts a most dis- 


astrous state of things; and, unless it can be 
explained by others—like all other inexplicable 


| phenomena, charged with mischief—it will be put 
_ down of course to the account of the Administra- 
‘| tion: [allude to the alleged want of proper rela- 


tion between the home and foreign markets. 
Now, (said Mr. K.,) the relation between the 
home price of an article of export, and the foreign 


price of thesame article, (which, being the market | 
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| of its greatest consumption, confessedly regulates 
|| its price in all parts of the world, wherever pro- 
| duced,) depends upon a variety of commercial! in- 
cidents, but mainly and principally upon the con- 
Jidence of the dealer in the stability of the Soreign 
market. And itis a law of trade, that a rising 
| foreign market will usually be anticipated by the 
dealer, provided he have a reasonable confidence in 
the continuance of the causes of the advance. And, 
for a like reason, a falling foreign market will be 
|| anticipated by the dealer, provided he have a con- 

, tinued confidence in his belief of the causes of the 

|| decline. Practical men reason in these matters 

|, just as they reason in the every-day transactions 
| of life. They use the plain logical proposition, 

that what has happened once, will most likely, 
under the same circumstances, and during the con- 
|, tinuance of the same causes, happen again. Hence 
they say, that ‘* if cotton fluctuated in price, either 
on the rise or decline, a given amount, during the 
lapse of thirty days previous to the dates of the 
|, last European quotations, and we know, and feel 
|| confident in the continuance of the causes of the 

\| fluctuation, it is safe to conclude that the fluctua- 

|| tion has been in an equal ratio for the thirty days 

|| which it has required to receive the accounts.”’ 

|| Let us illustrate by a few practical references: 

|| we should never resort to theory when we have 

the lights of experience to guide us. What, then, 
was the relation between the home and foreign 
markets for cotton in the year 1825? Ask the 
speculator of that year, or get information from 
|, more infallible sources, and it would (if he mis- 
| tok not) be found, that, during a portion of that 
| year, the home price was nearly equal to, quite 

equal to, and perhaps, for a short period, even 

beyond the last European quotations. What was 

the cause ofthis? Why, in that year, the dealers, 
| both in Europe and America, had become fully 

convinced that the crop then in market was an 

unusually short one; that the supply would fall 
|| far short of the usual demand. The whole com- 
| mercial world was fully satisfied of this fact. And, 
without recollecting that the high price of an arti- 
cle of consumption will greatly diminish the con- 
|, sumption itself, the belief was general, and much 
encouraged by speculators, that the price would 
|| continue to advance indefinitely, until it should be 
| checked by the distribution of the new crop! But 
| consumption was checked, the speculating bubble 
| burst, and the sequel was known. Cotton went 

| down at a few leaps from 32 or 3 cents to 7 or 8! 

| Oh! said Mr. K., what a glorious year this would 

| have been for the removal of the deposites! The 
| President, with all his alleged usurped power, and 
| unrighteous popularity, aided by all his ‘* collar 
|, men,”’ and his ** collar presses,’’ could. not have 
| stood up a moment against the torrent of discon- 
| tent which the disappointments and distresses of 

that year produced! It would all have been attrib- 
| uted to the removal of the deposites. 

'| This relation, then, (said Mr. K.,) between the 
| home and foreign market, in 1825, was owing to 
| the universal belief in the causes on which the main- 

| tenance of prices was based. But what is the fact 

| in 1833-4? Why, said Mr. K., such has been the 
| want of confidence among American speculators, 
| inthe maintenance of prices at which cotton opened 

in the fall of 1833, that thousands of experienced 
| dealers have not touched a lock of the article. And 
|| those who ventured, at the higher prices of the 
| opening market, had so little confidence in the 
|, maintenance of prices, that there has been a pre- 
| cipitate rush by holders to the European markets, 
|| which has swelled the exportations, for the last 
|| quarter of 1833, far beyond those of the corre- 
|, sponding quarter of the previous year. This hasty 
| glut of the market would, of itself, have produced 
|| some decline. 

But, (said Mr. K.,) what has been the reason of 

| this want of confidence with the American dealers 

‘| in 1833, which has made them cautious of ap- 

| proaching the European quotations at the opening 

of the market, and which has made them antici- 
pate the decline, and endeavor to keep ahead of it, 
after the decline commenced? The reasons are 

‘| well known. In the first place, they had the ex- 

| perience of 1825 before them. They knew that 

cotton was ata price very far beyond its natural 
price, that is, the price at which the article can 
reasonably and profitably be made by the planter, 
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and that the high price itself would greatly dimin- | tutes the heaViest item in the class of extraordi- 
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And, secondly, they be- 
lieved that the assumption upon which the market 
opened, and upon which these high prices were 
maintained, was, in point of fact, untrue. These 
high prices, at the opening of the market, were 
based on the supposition that the crop was un- 
usually short. This was doubted by most dealers 
in this country, und the event has shown that their 
doubts were well founded. The crop has turned out 
to be fully equal to the last year’s crop, and probably 
larger. And no speculating dreamer has eversup- 
posed, at any part of the season, that, if the crop 
should turn out to be as abundant as it is now 
ascertained to be, that prices could be maintained 
beyond the present quotetions. 

American dealers, then, have not had confidence 
in the stability of the foreign market during the pres- 
ent season; and when the decline commenced, they 
knew the causes, had confidence in their continuance, 
and endeavored, prudently, to anticipate the de- 
cline. And this brings us toa practical answer to 
the whole complaint. Ask the unfortunate spec- 
ulator of the present season, who, somehow or other, 
in despite of the measures of the Administration, 
and of the removal of the deposites, unluckily for 
himeelf, has obtained the requisite cash or credit, 
and, tempted by these high Liverpool prices, with 
a hope of making an easy fortune, has embarked 
in large exporting speculations; ask him,] say, if 
he has realized ‘‘from three to fivecents per pound”’ 
more than ihe usual profit. He will answer you, 
with a sigh, sir, **1 am ruined by my specula- 
tions.” Why, sir, (said Mr. K.,) it may besafely | 
assumed, that if all the treasure that ever was 
extracted from the mines of Golconda and Potosi, 
were heaped up in one common mass before the 
merchants of this country, with privilege to bor- | 
row ad libitum on good security, the effect of such 
a privilege would have no sensible effect on the 
cotton market of this country. | 

Do you expect men, sir, to give prices for ex- 
ports beyond those prices at which they are daily 
ruined? Sir, dealers have no other inducement to 
make investments on speculation than the hope of 
realizing a profitable return. This practical view 


of the operations of the present season, itis hoped, | 
is a full and conclusive answer to all complaiiits | 
of an unfair and losing relation between the home | 
and foreign market, unless, indeed, you expect | 


exporters to speculate against all the maxims of 
human prudence. 

But (said Mr. K.) [I have said more than I | 
intended when I arose, and will only say a few | 


' 
| 
| 


words on the relief proposed by the resolution, and || 


the question of reference. Mr. K. said he would | 


vote for the specific inquiry proposed in the reso- || 
lution, because it proposed to relieve a want cre- 


ated by the action of Congress, and he thought it 
therefore peculiarly fit that Congress should relieve 
it. This, he said, was a large item in the wants 


| nary wants. : 
by the acts of the Executive, but by the action of | 


This want has been occasioned not 


Congress. The importing merchants have given 
the usual credit to their customers, and Govern- 
ment does not extend the usual credits to them. 
To these extraordinary wants, perhaps, a few 
others might be added, but it is unnecessary to 
notice them. 

The above positions, if true, will prove that the 
wants of the merchants are precisely what they 


, would have been, independent of the measures of 


' be considered as taken from circulation, and with- 


of the merchants, and contributed largely to the * 


public distress. 

The wants of the merchants, said he, are ordi- 
nary and extraordinary. ‘Their ordinary wants, 
as borrowers, in this country, are always heavy, 
which arises out of our abominable paper banking 
system. Merchants do not trade upon solid cap- 
ital, but trade upon their credit, that is, upon the 
chances of borrowing; always expecting to make 
up any deficiencies between their investments and 
returns, by further loans from the banks. The 
directors of banks are generally ready to mistake 


the wants of sinking merchants for the wants of || 


currency, and by pouring out floods of their paper 
trash, when not needed for circulation, ease only the 
merchants for a time, but occasion reactions that 


carry in their sweep wide-spread ruin to all other | 


portions of the community. 


But, said Mr. K.,1 find myself likely to digress. _ 


I do not intend to discuss the banking system; | 
only to state it as an incident to account for the | 


great extent of the ordinary wants of our mer- 
chants. 


during the present season consist, lst. In deficien- | 


cies occasioned by a falling market. 
the 


extraordinary wants. 2dly. The want which this 


The returns of | 
speculator do not repay his investments. He is, | 
therefore, in debt, and wishes to borrow the de. || 


e | L : '| may have received from, or correspondence which || claims of the revolutionary soldier were not mer 
ficiency, and this deficiency constitutes one of his |, 


c el 
he may have had with, the Executive department | equitable, but legaL.in the strict sense of the weed, 

r of Georgia upon the subject of the boundary line || and were 

resolution proposes to relieve, and which consti- '|' between the State of Georgia and the Territory of |! honor of 


the Administration. But what I intend to admit 
is, that these measures have, for the present, cut 
off, or choked up, many of the sources from which 
these wants have been too liberally supplied. 
There is a panic in the community, which for the 
present destroys all confidence in our domestic 
trade and exchanges. The fixed property, and all 
property for domestic use and consumption, have 
depreciated, partly as an incident to a falling mar- 
ket upon exports, but largely owing to the shock 
upon our monetary system. Again, a large cur- 
tailment in the usual means of supply may be 
found in the withdrawal from circulation of the 
amount of the Government deposites. These may 


drawn from the uses to which they have heretofore 
been appropriated. The Bank of the United States 
cannot discount upon them, because it has them 
not to discount upon. The State banks cannot, or 
will not, discount upon them, because, whilst the 
debate on the removal continues, the deposites do 
not constitute a fund upon which they can safely 
rely. 

This state of things, sir, must continue to a cer- 
tain extent, at least until this uncertainty ceases, 
and some measure decided on to give stability to 
our monetary system, and restore confidence in 
the domestic trade of the country. 

For the reasons before given, | shall vote for the 
specific inquiry proposed in the resolution. 


The debate was further continued by Mr. 
WEBSTER, Mr. SILSBEE, Mr. WRIGHT, | 
Mr. MANGUM, and Mr. CHAMBERS, when, 
on motion, 


The Senate adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 8, 1834. 


The Journal of the preceding day having been 
read, 

The standing committees were called to present | 
any report ready. 

A biil was reported for the relief of Elijah King. 


Mr. MARDIS, of Alabama, presented a memo- 
rial from the Legislature of that State; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Gainsbvoro’, Tennessee, by Major Thomas Butler’s 
and Celina, to Burksville, Kentucky. 

2. Resolved, That the same committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Monroe, via Locust Shade, 
in Overton county, Tennessee, by Celina, Jackson 
county, Tennessee, by Garret Moore’s, to Tomp- 
kinsville, Kentucky. 


On motion of Mr. LAY, of New York, it was 


| to this House. 


On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the limits of the port of entry and delivery 


| of the port of Philadelphia northwardly to the foot 


| adoption of the resolution. 


| be tested. 
| ation of the House, an 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- }) 


sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of placing the name of. Salathiel Harris on the 
pension roll. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- || 


fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 


making an appropriation to pay any unsatisfied || 


of Hanover street, in the district of Kensington. 

Mr. EWING, of Indiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs—in considering the resolutions already re- 
ferred, upon the subject of a national armory on 
the western waters—be instructed to embrace the 
Wabash and White rivers, in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. SEVIER moved,as an amendment, to ap- 
pend the words, ** and the waters of the Arkansas 
river, in the Territory of Arkansas.”’ 

To this Mr. EWING objected, as he did not 
perceive the necessity so urgent of extending the 
benefits contemplated to the Territory of Arkan- 
sas, as there existed to extend them to the waters 
on the northwestern frontiers in Indiana. 

Mr. SEVIER briefly supported the claims of the 
Territory which he had the honor to represent, to 
be included in the benefits to be derived from the 
The gentleman from 
Indiana talked of cornstalk militia; but he believed 
if they were to be found at all, they would be rather 
found in hisown State. Arkansas was entitled to 
some attention from the House; for whilst other 
States got several hundred thousand acres of land, 
to enable them to make roads and canals, this Ter- 
ritory got nothing but that which she procured for 
herself. ° 

Mr. ASHLEY wished to submit an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. SPEIGHT rose, not to prolong the discus- 
sion, but to apprise the House shes this matter was 
already before the committee for consideration, 
and that it was unnecessary for further resolutions 
to be offered, as before the committee would come 
to any conclusion, they would necessarily take 
this subject into their consideration. 

Mr. MASON remarked, that after what had 


| been stated by the preceding member, he would, 


to save the time of the House, move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 


Which motion prevailed. 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be 
the resolution of Mr. CuiLron, to appoint a se- 
lect committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- 
geged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794; and the amendment of it by Mr. Boutpin, 
to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 


| effects of the pension system upon the commu- 


nity, and how far it ought to be abolished or 
repealed. 


Mr. LAY, of New York, who had the floor 
from the previous day, rose and said, that it was 


not his intention to detain them long; neither did 
| he intend to go over the whole ground covered by 


the debate which had so long occupied the House; 
as he should confine himself to an examination of 
the principles involved in the propositions submit- 
ted, and by which their respective merits should 
It had been ~— upon the consider- 

urged by the honorable 
members from Kentucky (Messrs. Harpm and 
Porr) with much force and plausibility, that the 
contest with the savages in what had been termed 


_** the Indian wars on our frontiers,’’ was ‘* but a 


} 
} 
} 


claims for military services in the Territory of || 


| Michigan, growing out of the Indian disturbances | 
The extraordinary wants of the merchants | 


in that Territory in the year 1832. 


On motion of Mr. GILMER, it was! 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 


—— 


| 
| 


‘continuation of the revolutionary struggle; and 


, *that, on this account, the individuals engaged 


‘ were entitled to the same pecuniary recompense 
‘awarded to the soldiers of the Revolution.’’ 
From an examination of the facts in the case, it 
will readily be seen that there is no analogy what- 
ever between a claim for remuneration for services 
rendered by the persons contemplated in this res- 
olution, and the cases provided for by the bill to 
compensate the officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary war. The character and nature of the two 


communicate to this House all papers which he || cases are entirely distinct and dissimilar. The 


liarly addressed to the justice and 
e nation; whilst, on the contrary, the 
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claims of those sought to be embraced by the ori- '| sent the district or State only in which we reside? || of a precedent which is to be coextensive with the 


ginal resolution of the honorable member from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cuton,]} appeal solely to our 
sympathies and generosity, and do not possess 
any of those strong and peculiar features which 
justified Congress in passing the bill to compensate 
the surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion. One was a debt, acknowledged to be due 
for services rendered under a contract made with 
the Government under the old Confederation, and 
which every sense of national faith, justice, and 
honor, required us to cancel; the other, a claim 


where the services performed were for the protec: | 


tion of the person and property of individuals whe 


have already received a full and adequate compen- | 


sation, yet who now demand ef Government a 
permanent pension for having protected them. 


the sufferings, and the privations of those who 
successfully fought the battles of our country, and 
by a perseverance and courage unparalleled in the 
annals of history, steadily adhered to the princi- 
ples of the Declaration of Independence—he had 
no hesitation in saying that the present pension 
system would never have been adopted. 0, Bir; 
had this been the principle it would have been 
in vain at this time for the friends of this proposi- 
tion to have sought for a precedent which could, 
by any analogy of reasoning, or any perversion 
of language, have justified the adoption of this 


resolution. The obligation of the Governmentto | 


remunerate the patriotic soldier, who had sealed 
his devotion to the liberties of his country with 
his blood, and by years of the most toilsome and 
dangerous service, was never denied. It was 
always conceded by the constituted authorities of 
the Government, whenever the subject was dis- 
cussed, that the old Congress had failed to comply 
with the spirit and morality of the contract made 
with our revolutionary soldiers, and that payment 
was only delayed in consequence of the embar- 
rassments and poverty of our country. When, 
therefore, peace returned, and with it the agricul- 
tural and commercial interest of the United States 
had revived and infused new life and vigor into the 


exhausted and wasted energies of thecountry, she | 


set the bright and glorious example of declaring to 
the world that the national character was of as 


much importance as independence, and that wealth | 
and prosperity were but as dust in the balance | 


compared with the dictates of humanity and jus- 
tice. 

The honorable member from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Pincxney,] to whose purity of feeling and 
correct purpose every member of this House will 
most cheerfully bear testimony, bas been pleased 
to say in regard to this act, that it is not only 
unconstitutional, but partial in its benefits, oppres- 
sive in its operation and tendency. The indebt- 
edness of the United States having always been 
admitted, itis now too late to discuss the constitu- 
tionality of the act. The sixth article of the 
Constitution expressly recognises the obligation of 
the Government to pay ‘‘ali debts contracted, and 
* engagements cain into, before the adoption 
* of the Constitution; and that they should be as 
* valid against the United States, under the Con- 
* stitution, as under the Confederation.’”? The 
principles of this act have been sanctioned by our 
most enlightened statesmen, and the gratitude of 
millions has hallowed its adoption. It is most 
unquestionably true, sir, that far the greater por- 
tion of that remnant of patriots, who were en- 
gaged in the service of their country in the revo- 
lutionary struggle, and who are now receiving a 
compensation under this act, reside in the north- 
ern States; but are they, on this account, the less 
entitled to a remuneration for services so merito- 
rious as these are acknowledged to be by every 
member on this floor, and to which even the 
member from South Carolina has paid so hand- 
some a tribute? Was not the war of the Revolu- 
tion waged and carried on in defence of principles 
common and dear to every American citizen? Did 
notits successful termination bring liberty and in- 
dependence to the South as well as the North? Is 
the justice and liberality of this Government, then, 
to be restricted by geographical lines or bounda- 
ries? Ought the legislation of Congress to be 
influenced by any prejudices growing out of sec- 


oppressive, and more to be drea 


Surely not. The great body of the American || 
people, by their representatives in Congress, are | 
to be governed by more extended and liberal | 
views—by far higher considerauons. They are | 
to jegislate for the whole nation, not a part, and || 
provide for and consult the general interest and | 
welfare. ‘The cause is obvious, and the answer | 
easy, why so great a number of the revolutionary 

pensioners are to be found in the northern States. |; 
It was these States, sir, that furnished by far the | 
greater proportion of troops for the contest, and || 
the bones of our northern soldiers who fell in this | 
glorious struggie for life and liberty now lie scat- || 
tered through the land, in every portion of this || 
Union, wherever danger assailed, or the interest of | 


| their country called them. The surviving few, | 
Had the claims of the revolutionary soldier no | 
other basis than that growing out of the perils, | 


whose claims have at length been recognized bya | 
grateful country, are now, in a great degree, de- 
pendent upon the trifling pittance allotted to them; | 
and which serves to comfort their declining years | 
for the few days they may linger among us, before || 
they shall be called away to join their co-patriots || 
in arms who have already gone before them; and || 
for whom the acknowledgment of their services | 
by their country came too late. Let not, then, | 
the agitation of this question disturb the peace | 
and quiet of this remnant of our revolutionary || 
fathers now alive, nor let it embitter the evening 
of their days with the appalling apprehension of || 
penury and want. | 
But whilst he differed from honorable members } 
as to the policy and legality of the pension sys- |, 
tem, he agreed with them, and with the honorable || 
member from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hussarp,] | 
upon the propriety of rejecting the claims of those || 
embraced in the resolution—not but that the acts || 
performed, and which have been so feelingly and || 
eloquently portrayed, are highly meritorious and | 
worthy of praise—not but that the individuals || 
are entitled to all our sympathies and admiration; | 
but simply because, in their case, they can have || 
no possible claim upon the Government for ser- || 
vices rendered, however beneficial and useful, | 
beyond the express and implied terms of their 
contract. 
it may be said that it is the duty of every | 
Government to protect its own citizens in their || 
lawful pursuits and avocations. This, as a gen- | 
eral proposition, is undoubtedly true in time of | 
peace as well as war; yet who ever heard of an || 
instance, even in our late war, when our whole || 
western frontier was laid waste by the invading || 
enemy, our villages laid in ashes, and our citi- | 
zens, without regard to age, sex, Or condition, shot | 
down, butchered, and scalped by their Indian al- 
lies—where a pension has been given even to one | 
out of the thousands who daily, and without pay 
or remuneration, went forth as volunteers to meet 
and repel the enemy? ‘The farthest that our Gov- | 
ernment have ever gone to sustain any principle 
which can be assimilated to this has been to com- | 
pensate sufferers for property taken and destroyed 
in war under peculiar circumstances; but in no 
instance had the principle been extended so far as | 
to remunerate our officers and soldiers beyond the 
terms of their contract or enlistment. To adopt | 
such a principle at this time would be subversive | 
of all the best interests and the true political econ- || 
omy of this Government. The evil would not 
stop with establishing a system which, by its |, 
terms, would embrace every individual in the ser- {| 
| 


vice of the Government, either in the revolution- 
ary or recent war; but, when once adopted asa 
precedent, its force and effect wiil be felt to be for- || 
ever obligatory upon the country, and we shall || 
have a pensioned army fastened upon and living || 
upon the substance of the people; the conse- | 
quence of which will be more dangerous, more | 

ded than the | 
odious pension system of Great Britain. In mat- | 
ters of auch great and vital interest to this nation, | 
the utmost care and caution should be used lest || 
by an indiscreet zeal for doing some particular act | 
in which we have suffered our feelings to become || 
too much enlisted, we inflict an irreparable injury || 
on our country. Weare placed here as theguar- | 
dians of the public treasure; and as the trustees || 
of the American people, it is our solemn duty to || 


watch carefully, and deliberately examine every |, 
|| principle submitted which has for its object the || certain commutation and otier revolutionary 


Government. 

Mr. L. argued at length to show the dangerous 
tendency of precedents, when a due regard to the 
interests of the country was lost sight of, and refer- 
red to several instances of the pernicious effect of 
such incautious legislation; after which, he con- 
tinued and said, it was not necessary for him to go 
into a particular examination of the daring exploits 
and ‘* hair-breadth escapes’’ of the several individ- 
uals who had immortalized themselves in border 
warfare and personal contests with the savages, 
the detail of which had excited such lively and 
thrilling interest; nor into the motives which in- 
‘duced the brave pioneers of the W est to leave their 
cultivated farms, their homes, and firesides, and 
penetrate into the recesses of the forest, whether 
influenced by the love of gain, the hunt and the 
chase, or that peculiar eccentricity characteristic 
of the old trapper, so beautifully described by our 
talented novelist, or thatinstinctive loveof solitude, 
and of the charms of the forest, which induced the 
celebrated Boon, so often alluded to in this debate, 
to leave his habitation, and again plunge into the 
wilderness many hundred miles beyond the abode 
of civilized man, merely because, to use his own 
language, ‘* a yankee had the audacity to come and 
plant himself directly under his nose, within one 
hundred and fifty miles of his cabin.’’ All this it 
was not necessary for him to inquire into. Suffice 
it to say, that no precedent exists which will 
justify such an appropriation, nor can human 
ingenuity bring these cases within the principles 
established by the revolutionary pension bill, and 
no cause can be sHown why a pension should be 
granted to those persons when thousands even 
of our revolutionary veterans are excluded from 
enjoying the liberal intentions of Congress, by the 
rigid construction of the pension laws. Mr. L. 
here argued to show that the same principle which 
would give pensions to those persons engaged in 
the conflicts with the Indians, would necessarily 
lead to the extension of the pension system to 
every person engaged in military service; and he 
contended that the soldier who fought at Queens- 
town, Chippewa, Lundy’s Lane, and New Or- 
leans, was more deserving, and better entitled to 
a pension, than they could possibly be; and he 
concluded by asserting it was the principle of the 
resolution, and the inevitable consequences that 
would flow from it, that he condemned, and which, 
if once sanctioned, would bring ruin and beggary 
upon the country. These principles once adopted 
as a precedent, there would not be an instance of 
meritorious conduct, or of a conscientious dis- 


| charge of duty, in any department of the Govern- 


ment, or even in private life, in which an indi- 


| vidual may not, with the same propriety, demand 
/apension. He hoped, therefore, that the time of 


the House would not be longer occupied with the 
discussion of the resolution, for every incident 
which could give strength to the claims had been 


'| fairly presented, and its advocates had furnished 
every detail necessary for the House to forma 


deliberate opinion upon its merits. He must dep- 


| recate the idea of its being sent to a committee to 


be examined and reported upon, as this, in all 
probability, would only lead to a further pro- 
tracted debate, and which was wholly unneces- 


| sary. Every member now fully understood the 


principles upon which the resolution was based, 
and was prepared to act upon it. He desired to 


| have the question taken, and the resolution and 
| the amendment both rejected. 


Mr. BOULDIN rose to reply, but the hour 
allotted for morning business having expired, 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
private bills. ie 

The resolution offered yesterday, for printing 
one thousand copies of the Navy Regulations, 
was adopted. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 


bill for the relief of Arnold Henry Dohrman; 


which, after a long discussion, was ordered to a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relief of John Moret was taken 
up, and, after some discussion, recommitted. 

On motion of Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, 

The House took up, in the Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to provide for the settlement of 


tional considerations? Do we stand here to repre- '' disbursement of that treasure, or the establishment |/ claims. 
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engaged in the foreign trade of the country, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a warehousing sys- 


~The bill and the report accompanying it having | Pittsburg, disapproving of the course of the Sec- | 
been read, the committee rose and reported the bill | retary of the ‘Treasury in removing the deposites. 
to the House, without amendment; and the bill || The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 


Se et ee eee 


RBA Ito ee es 


was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 10, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 

Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Alabama, praying the establishment 
of a pension agency within that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Alabama, praying the establish- | 
ment of pengion agencies at Tuscaloosa and Mont- | 


gomery; which wasreferred to the same committee. | 


Mr. MOORE presented a memorial from the | 
Legislature of Alabama, stating that the 16ch sec- 
tion of the public lands, reserved for the use of | 
‘schools, in many instances was utterly valueless, 
and praying Congress for the privilege of changing | 
such entries when occasion called for it. ‘The | 
memorial was laid upon the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
a large number of the inhabitants of the city of 
Washington, praying aid from Congress relative | 
to the debt incurred by the Corporation in sub- | 
scribing for stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company. Referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, in pursuance of notice, in- | 
troduced a bill for the benefit of the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna Railroad Company. 

Which was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


} 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on | 


Roads and Canals, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the President and Directors of the 
Ponchartrain Railroad Company, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of John Smith, which was read and ordered | 
to be printed. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial | 
of the Legislature of that State. The memorial | 
states that Congress had granted 400,000 acres of | 
land for the improvement of the navigation at the 
Muscle Shoals; all the good lands had been dis- 


posed of, and the object of the Legislature was to 


ask Congress to permit the refuse lands to be sold | 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and, 
on motion of Mr. MOORE, was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of the trustees of the Female Academy at Frank- 
lin, praying agrant of four sections of land. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- | 


of revolutionary pensioners, without amendment. 


Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Finance, | 


reported a bill for the benefit of the crew of the 
privateer Rodgers. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented two memorials from 
inhabitants of Detaware, asking aid of Congress in | 
improving the navigation of the Christiana; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 





reported a bill from the House of Representatives, | 


without amendment, for the benefit of certain in- 
habitants of the frontiers of the States of Illinois 
and Indiana. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
the President and Directors of the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna Railroad Company. Referred to the | 
Committee on Finance. | 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of | 
the heirs of Major General Lord Surling, of the 
revolutionary army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the proceedings and 


resolutions of a large meeting recently held at || memorial was from the merchants of New York 


| mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILKINS also presented the proceedings 
and resolutions of a numerously-attended meeting 
of citizens of Philadelphia, approving of the course 
pursued by the Secretary ot the ‘Treasury in re- 
moving the deposites, and advocating the public | 
measures of the Executive of the United States. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Finance, | 
and ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. WILKINS presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia and others, 
praying the reconstruction of a light-house in 
Delaware bay, near the BrandywineShoals. Re- | 


| ferred to theeCommittee on Commerce. 


' 


Mr. KENT presented the memorials of sundry 
citizens of Baltimore, praying aid for the improve- | 
ment of that harbor; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENT also presented the petition of many 
of the inhabitants residing in the eastern section of | 
Washington city, praying Congress would pur- | 
chase the bridges over the Kastern Branch, in order | 
to make themfree. Referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SOULTHARD presented the proceedings 
and resolutions of meetings held in New Jersey, | 
the one in the county of Morris, in the eastern 
part of the State, the other in the county of Bur- 


lington, in the western part, disapproving of the |' 


course of the Secretary of the Treasury in remov- | 


ing the deposites. Read and referred to the Com- || 


mittee on Finance. 

Petitions of a private nature were submitted by | 
Messrs. PORTER, BIBB, WAGGAMAN, and | 
WILKINS; which were referred to the usual | 
committees. 





RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions were submitted during 
the morning: 


By Mr. ‘TOMLINSON: 
Resolved, Tinat the Committee on Commerce be | 


; Instructed to inquire into the expediency of making | 


the Senate proceeded to executive business, and, 
_ after spending some time therein, 


| 
| 
| 


| may not heretofore have been established by 


al appropriation to complete and secure the works 
at Cedar Point, ia the State of Connecticut. 

By Mr. CHAMBERS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- | 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of making an appropriation for the fortifications of | 
the first and second class, as projected by the 
Board of Engineers, for the defense of the city of | 
Baltimore. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 


for what they would bring. The. memorial was || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- | 


thorizing the accounting officers of the Treasury | 
Department to adjustand settle the claims of Lieu- | 
tenant James Noble, of the United States Navy, 
for services as lieutenant on board the Dolphin, | 
and until his return to the United States, from the 
10th March, 1830, to the Ist December, 1832. 

| 

| 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- || 
|| ing a pension to Henry L. Montain, of Indiana, | 


sentatives making appropriations for the payment |, and that his papers be referred to said committee. 


By Mr. HENDRICKS: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
fersonville, by way of Charlestown, Zebulon Col- 
Rocktord, to Indianapolis, or so much thereof as | 


law. 


At one o’cleck, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 





Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 10, 1834. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG presented four memo- 


| tem. The act of 1833 would effectually destroy 


the carrying trade in dutiable articles, unless some 
such remedy should be promptly applied. The 
operation of that act since the 4th of March last, 
had almost prostrated that branch of trade; it had 


| withdrawn a capital equal to more than twenty 


millions of dollars. The amount existing on the 
Ist January, 1833, was twenty-one millions and a 
half. Wehave not only (said Mr. C.) withdrawn 


|| that vast capital from one branch of trade since the 


4th of March last, but we have compelled our im- 
porters to advance the revenue to the Govern- 
ment. It is impracticable, under that act, to real- 
ize the amount of duty from the sales before they 
are obliged to advance. Under this double opera- 


| tion this single branch of trade had been called 


upon for thirty millions, one half of which at least 
had been called upon from the city of New York. 
I am not, sir, for constituting Government a bor- 
rower or a lender to any branch of trade. The 
terms of credit should not be so long as to encour- 
age injudicious speculations, nor so short as to 
embarrass and restrict the foreign trade. They 
should be so graduated as to enable the importer 
to realize the duty by sale of the merchandize be- 
fore he is called upon to pay the duty. 
Gentlemen may save themselves the trouble of 


| devising means to employ our surplus revenue at 


the end of the year—the operation of the act of 
July, 1832, would cause a large reduction in im- 
portations of dutiable articles, and he was much 
mistaken if there would not bea very considerable 
falling off in the revenue of the present year; the 
foreign trade could not recover or flourish, unless 
some remedy is speedily applied. If gentlemen 
are sincerely desirous of extending relief to this 
branch of trade, let them come forward, estabiish 
a warehousing system, permit importers to de- 
posite their merchandize for three years, and to 


| pay the duty in three and six months from the date 


of the entry for consumption. We hear much, sir, 
about measures of relief. There is none that can 
be proposed which would afford more substantial 
nok permanent relief of the foreign trade of the 

country, a branch of trade which has been fatally 
embarrassed by our own measures. 

The second memorial which I shall present is 
from the ‘* workingmen of New York against 
paper money, and in favor of the constitutional 
currency.” Thecurrency proposed - the memo- 
rialists is that which was contemplated by the 
framers of the Constitution; and wel! would it 
have been for the country, had we never, since 

| 1789, introduced by law another of a fluctuating 
character. I am surprised to hear the language 
lately reiterated upon the subject of a metallic 
currency. However we may differ about the 
remedy, I had heretofore supposed that gentlemen 
‘all agreed that the bank note circulations of the 
country were sustained by too small a metallic 


| basis, to secure stability to commercial credit and 


| steady employment to the laboring classes, It 
is unnecessary for gentlemen to be alarmed or to 
attempt to spread unfounded apprehensions. No 
one proposed to rush headlong from one extreme 
to the other. Whatever reform might be attemted, 


| should be effected by slow degrees, and with a 
| just regard to the existing condition of the trade 


eee | of t ° int i 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the || of the-sompiryy Teeminees aneme be Satara 


| expediency of establishing a post route from Jef- || thoge who believe it practicable to reclaim our gold 


lins’s, Vienna, Slateford, Stanfield’s Mills, and || coin from foreign countries, and that it is no such 


deranged by any abrupt measures. Sir, I am of 


very difficult matter for the trade of this commer- 


'| cial country to abstract from the four thousand 


millions of the current coin of the world one hun- 
dredth part, to be added to the existing metallic 
| circulations of the country. But whatever reform- 
ation of the currency shall be attempted, it must 
be made gradually; and I hope, sir, that gentlemen 
who profess sound regard for the soundness of our 
currency, will, at least, throw no impediment in 
the way of those anxious as we are to improve its 
character, without interrupting the prosperity of 
| the country, and to secure permanent and greater 
| stability to the operations of trade and industry. 

Sir, I havetwo other memorials to present, signed 
| by more than ten thousand of my fellow-citizens, 





rials, all relating to the present condition of the |; and other memorials to the same effect are yet to 


country, and proposing modesof relief. The first 


‘| stored, and 


come, praying that the deposites may not be re- 
at the Bank of the United States 
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cumstances which produced these memorials, | feel 
a proud satisfaction in presenting them to this 
House. They speak the language of independent 
men, of a community suffering under oppression, 
but determined never to submit to their oppress- 
ors, or to surrender their rights. The Bank of 
the United States has made a bold experiment 
upon the country. Since the commencement of 
thie session, its presses and its friends abroad— 
aye, sir, even the capitalists of this country—have 
been instrumental in an attempt to destroy com- 
mercial confidence, by circulating the most alarm- 
ing predictions of approaching ruin and calamity. 


may not be rechartered. Under the peculiar cir- | 





The rumors of distress, of frightful disasters, of ¢ 


panic, have been echoed here by distinguished 
gentlemen of both Houses. Sir, no othercountry 
upon earth could have stood firm under such a 

eneral attack upon commercial confidence as has 

een made by the bank and its friends abroad 
during the last seventy days. If the distinguished 
men of both Houses of Parliament had indulged in 
the same gloomy anticipations, had they for more 
than two months predicted universal wreck and 
ruin, and general panic, it would have broken half 
the country banks in England, and half their 
merchants and manufacturers. It is, sir, a bold 
experiment of the Bank of the United States, and 
has falien with dreadful severity upon my constit- 
uents; produced many bankruptcies, and ruined 
many families. But, sir, were their losses and 
sufferings ten times as great, so long as they are 
animated with the spirit of freemen, they will never 
subject a Government of their own to the domin- 
ion of the Bank of the United States. These 
memorials, sir, are the result of the policy pursued 
by the bank, and such will be the sentiment of the 
country. This experiment upon the fears of the 
country has totally changed the question; it is no 
longer a contest vetween the bank and the Treas- 
ury, or the Executive: it is a question between 
the bank and the people; a question between the 
moneyed power of acorporation and popular sov- 
ereignty. Gentlemen had understood the intelli- 
gence and patriotism of the people, and this last 
experiment would fail. But, sir, whatever may be 
the political result, I hope those who have been in- 
strumental in destroying commercial confidence, 
by predicting ruin, will unite with us in endeavor- 
ing to restore it. I trust, sir, that the ninety days 
referred to by a gentleman (Mr. Serpen] at the 
commencement of the session, are now drawing 
to a close, and that we are approaching those days 
of grace when the Bank of the United States will, 
in its mercy, relieve the country. I hope, sir, the 
bank will do now what it ought to have done two 
months ago—announce to the local banks that 
they have nothing to fear from its measures—and 
restore confidence. The president and directors 
have now no apology for persisting in its myste- 
rious course towards the State banks. Nay, sir, 


they have been called upon by their own friends— | 


they have been admonished to change their course 
—the mandate has been issued from the other wing 
of the Capitol. It cannot be misunderstood, and 
I have no doubt it will be obeyed, and that com- 
mercial confidence will be onee more restored. 


Sir, if gentlemen really intend to do something for | 


the relief and permanent benefit of the country, let 
them reéstablish our foreign trade on a secure 
foundation, either by a warehousing system or by 
extending the credit on duties. And if they wish 
to eecure a durable prosperity to trade, and a 
steady employment to labor, let them unite with 
us in our measures to enlarge the metallic basis of 
our circulation, and improve the condition of our 
currency. Mr C. concluded by moving the ref- 
erence of these memorials to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The memorials were then referred accordingly. 

Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial of work- 
ing men, mechanics, and others, in the city of 
New York, detailing their present embarrassments, 
which they attribute to the derangement of the cur- 
rency; and praying Congress to restore the depos- 
ites to the Bank of the United States, or to adopt 
other measures for their relief. 

Mr. S., to give some idea of the present distress 
in that city, said that there were upwards of ten 
thousand workingmen generally employed in the 
building of houses, but who, owing to the present 
pressure for money, were now out of employment, 


| 
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no contracts being made for the putting up of build- | 
ings. He was happy to hear from his colleague || 
{[Mr. Campaecenc} that there was something | 
contemplated to alleviate their distress; that it was 
at length intimated that the intention of resorting | 
at once to a metalliccurrency was abandoned, and || 
that that project would beonly gradually proceeded || 
with. ith respect to what had fallen from his | 
colleague as to the prophecy he had made in the 
beginning of the debate on the restoration of the 
deposites, ‘‘ that unless Government retrace their 
steps within ninety days, there must be produced 
u scene of wide-spread and unexampled ruin,”’ he | 
would ask, was not his colleague satisfied thatthe | 
prophecy had been unfortunately verified? Had 
there not been seen, and within the time specified, 
at their doors, the merchants and mechanics of || 
almost all their principal towns and cities, stating 
their distress, and praying Congress to adopt some 
measures for their relief? He had then been jus- || 
tified in the view which he had presented so early | 
to the House. He now regretted that the memo- | 
rial presented by his colleague had not been read, || 
that it might be seen whether a very important | 
part, and which, if the journals wereto be believed, | 
was subsequently appended to it, went to confirm 

the memorial presented by him, and equally called 

on the House for relief. He desired that the me- || 
morial he presented should be read, and would 
state to the House that it was signed by three | 
thousand persons. : | 





} 


The memorial was then read, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG presented the proceed- | 
ings of a meeting held in the town of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, cn the subject of the currency. The 
meeting was largeand respectable, and they adopted | 
resolutions highly approving of the removal of the 


‘deposites. Referred, and ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of a | 
public meeting held in Franklin county, Pennsyl- | 
vania, on the subject of the public distress. The || 
memorialists were not stockjobbers, but farmers | 
and millers. They attribute the distress to the | 
removal of the deposites, and request their resto- || 
ration. Read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DENNY presented the memoria! of a meet- 
ing of citizens held in Pittsburgh, representing the 
embarrassed condition of their business, and pray- 
ing the adoption of measures for their relief. Mr. || 
D. spoke at considerable length in support of the 
views of the memorialists; and, on his motion, 
the proceedings of the meeting were referred to the 


| 


Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to | 


be priated. 

Mr. BINNEY rose to present a memorial of the || 
Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia, request- 
ing an appropriation to be made for rebuilding a | 
light-house on the Brandywine shoal of the Del- | 
aware, 

Mr. BINNEY also presented a memorial from | 
the merchants, mechanics, manufacturers, traders, 
&c., of the city and county of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing that the Government deposites should be re- 
stored to the United States Bank. In doing this, || 
he embraced the opportunity of animadverting 
upon the impropriety of violating the rules of the 
Fiouse by those (presenting petitions) who made | 
the occasion a means of commenting upon the | 
tSpics agitating the House in other discussions, 
which are irrelevant to the subject before the 
House. One violation begets others in replies. 


more is necessary than to notice the simple facts 


announced in the paper; the connections, charac- | 


ters, and occupations, the present and apprehended 
amount of sufferings, and the numbers of those 
who have sigued the appeal to the representatives 
of the nation. These facts ougit to surpass any 


arguments which could be presented by the most | 


commanding and persuasive eloquence. If, by 
famine, pestilence, or any plague, and not by the 
conduct of the Administration, the memorialists 
had been reduced to the state of suffering which 


they have described, it would excite a throb in the | 


hearts of all, and plead for sympathy and relief. 
tHe trusts that still there will be those who have 
ears to hear, and hearts to feel, who will not have 
their understandings misled, and who will not deny | 
the existence of the calamity, nor refuse the proper | 
remedy. 








| of every minor, and of every person not a resident 
in Philadelphia. 
| ing in that city, and every species of property are 


|| Nor is the memorial the production of a party; for 
all feel the pressure; and bankruptcy, want, and 


| If no relief is afforded in time all party distinctions 
_ will be broken into one which bankruptcy, want, 


| the midst of distress; yet they have the foresight 


_vency and bankruptcy; and that the other will be 
| destitute of food and raiment. 


| the total destruction of confidence in every branch 
| the removal of the deposites. 


of things is quietly, secretly, and imperceptibly 


| also one from a number of Democrats who lately 


| rials were referred to the Committee of Ways and 


He would therefore content himself with making i Means, 


a simple statement of the memorial; and nothing || 
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The memorial was signed by 10,259 residents of 
the city and county of Philadelphia, each name 
having attached to it the trade or profession of the 
subscriber, so that the authenticity of the whoie 
proceeding might be better ascertained. The gen- 
tleman under whose immediate protection the me- 
morial was got up, took care to exclude the name 


Nearly every profession or ca‘|- 


represented by those who subscribed the memo- 
rial. Thesubscribers, he said, are intelligent men, 
and of practical experience, competent to estimate 
the causes of the calamity and suffering they assert. 


beggary is likely to know no distinction of parties. 


< beggary have made—a party ruined and un- 
one. 

The memorial breathes the language of men who 
feel their suffering, and are competent to ascertain 
the cause and point out theremedy. They are in 


to apprehend that their distress will be made greater 
if means arenottaken to removeit. They repre- 
sent that one part of the citizens will suffer insol- 


They believe—and 
he also believes—that their suffering arises from 


of business; and this destruction they attribute to 
Mr. B. continued, saying that the present state 


undermining ail the State banks; that their notes 
are ata discount and still going down; and that 
shortly they will be compelled to stop specie pay- 
ments. He asserted that the deposites did not 
so much go into the State banks as into the pri- 
vate coffers of individuals, who were thus re- 
solved to sustain themselves in the day of antici- 
pated calamity. He added, that nothing but the 
restoration of public confidence could remedy the 
evils complained of; and this could be produced 
only by a restoration of the confidence between 
the General Government and the Bank of the 
United States. 
He moved that the memorial be read, and 
printed entire, with the signatures and occupation 
of the subscribers. Unwilling to provoke any 
discussion on its reference, he moved that it be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
from inhabitants of the 8th congressional district, 


assembled at the court-house of the city of Phila- 
delphia, against the restoration of the deposites. 
The signers of the memorial say that this is the 
general voice of the party, and he would remark, 
that it spoke the voice of what he apprehended 
| would be the larger portion of the inhabitants of 
that city. 
The SPEAKER presented memorials on the 
same subject, from Moyamensing and Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 
Mr. WATMOUGH presented one from the 3d 
congressional district, Philadelphia, in favor of 
the restoration of the deposites; all which memo- 


Mr. W. presented another from the same dis- 
trict against the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the reading of the 
memorial. 

Mr. WATMOUGH did not object to its being 
| read; but he desired to have the other one also 
| read. 
The SPEAKER said that the first memorial 
having been referred, it was not in order now to 
call for the reading. 

The memorial against the restoration of the de- 
posites having been read, 
|. Mr. WATMOUGH insisted that this memorial 

having been read, it was only an act of justice to 
_ his constituents to have the first one also read; he 
| had not moved this originally, being unwilling to 
consume the time of the House, and he did not 
suppose any gentleman would withhold such an 
act of courtesy. 


Re cg 


7 
by 
A 





1834. 





ee ee 
TheSPEAKER called Mr. W. to order. It wa 


not in order to reflect upon any member. 

Mr. SPEIGHT disclaimed having been actuated 
by any motives to treat the gentleman with disre- 
epect. He called for the reading of the last me- 
morial, as he had, in presenting the other, favored 
the House, if not with elaborate, certainly with a 
very strong statement. - 

Mr. WATMOUGH was happy to hear the dis- 
claimer, and moved the suspension of the rule, in 
order that the memorial might be read; and upon 
this motion he asked the yeas and nays. 

The House refused to order the yeas and | 
nays, and the motion to suspend the rule was | 

ejected. 
hs WATMOUGH moved to reconsider the 
vote referring the memorial to the committee, in 


} 





order that he might call for its reading. Rejected | 


—88 to 102. wt 
Mr. LANE presented the petition of the citi- | 


zens of Ripley and Switzerland counties, in the || 


State of Indiana, and of the county of Gallatin, in 
the State of Kentucky, praying the establishment | 
of a mail route from Georgetown, in the State of 
Kentucky, by the way of Owington, Ghent, 


Vevey, Mount Sterling, Cross Plains, and Ver- i| 


sailles, to Napoleon, in the State of Indiana; to 
be conveyed in stages. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which lies one day on the | 


table: ; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to communicate to this House the correspond- 


ence and reports of the agents charged with sul || 
perintending the repairs of the fort and sea-wal- | 
at St. Augustine, Florida, or such parts as will | 


show iis condition, with an estimate of the sum | 
required to complete the improvements, and also | 
the report and estimate for the completion of | 
the improvements of certain rivers and roads in | 


Florida. {| 


Mr. J. @. ADAMS submitted the following | 
resolution; which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the following be adopted as one 
of the standing rules for conducting business in 
this House, to follow immediately after the fifty- 
seventh rule: : 

At every session of Congress, commencing on 


} 
j 
j 
| 


the first Monday of December, it shall be the duty | 


of the Committee of Waysand Means,within thirty | 


days after their appointment, to report the general | 
annual appropriation bills for the support of Gov- } 


ernment, of the Army and Navy, and for the Indian 
department, and Indian annuities; or, on failure 
thereof, the reasons of such failure. 


tion; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- | 
ed to communicate to this House the names and | 
numbers of all the cadets who have been received 
into the United States Military Academy, in each 


year, from the 3lst of December, 1829, till the | 


present time; the States and Territories, including | 


the District of Columbia, from whenc2 they came, | 


respectively, distinguishing between those who 

have been graduated and have received commis- 
sions and those who have withdrawn or have been | 
dismissed from the institution; stating, also, the | 
names and number of those graduates now in the 
Army of the United States, and designating (as far | 
as practicable) those whose fathers or guardians 
were, or now are, embers of Congress, or Gov- 
ernors of States or Territories, or holding offices | 
in the District of Columbia. 








| Mr. HARPER, a bill for the relief of William 

| Harrison and others. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, a bill to provide more 

| effectually for the defence of the Arkansas frontier. 

Mr. McKINLEY, a bill for the relief of Ebvene- 
zer Reed. 

| Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported a resolution that Robert Mills 


' be paid 1,000 dollars out of the contingent fund of | 


| the House, for his services as architect in making 
alterations, &c., in the Hall. 
| Mr. J 
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The letter having been read— 

Mr. BROWN rose and said, that although he 
had not been apprized, but a few moments before, 
that this preamble and resolutions were to be pre- 
sented to the Senate, he felt it to be his imperative 
duty, as one of the Representatives of the State of 
North Carolina, on this floor, in consequence of 
the tone of this preamble and resolutions, and of 
the remarks of his colleague, to take the present 


| occasion to explain some of his views in reference 


. remarked, that Mr. Mills had been em- | 


ployed by the last House of Representatives to | 
| make the alterations which conduced so much to | 


| their comfort; and he thought the present House 


| were only performing an act of justice in paying 
‘| him. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY objected to the resolution, 
as he contended that the subject should be referred 
to the Committee of Claims, that they might re- 
port upon it, 

Mr. HAWES moved an amendment to strike 
out 1,000 dollars and insert 250 dollars. 

After a few brief remarks by Mr. JARVIS in 

| Support of the resolution— 
Mr. EWING moved to recommit the resolution 


to the Committee on Public Buildings, with a view | 
that further experiments might be made to improve | 
the Hail, which at present was so constructed that | 


scarcely a word of the ordinary business could be 
| heard whilst in progress. 

| 

| 


| made out of the contingent fund. 
After a few brief remarks from Messrs. BURGES 


the Committee of Claims. 

‘The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. THomson in the 
chair, and considered the bill making appropria- 
tion for the commissariat for 1834. 

The bill was considered, and having been re- 
ported to the Llouse, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 
| The House then adjourned. 
| 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 11, 1834. 
Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial signed 
pecuniary distress, assigning the cause to be the 


removal of the Government deposites from the 
Bank of the United States. 


| Mr.McKEAN roseand said, he had been hon- || 


|| ored with the charge of a memorial, signed, as he | 
Mr. HAWES submitted the following resolu- |) 


had been informed, by about ten thousand citizens 


|| of the city and county of Philadeiphia, complain- 


ing of the existence of great distress and pressure 
in that community, which they attributed to the 


and EVANS, the resolution was recommitted to | 


by 10,259 citizens of Philadelphia, relative to the | 


to this subject. 

He was one of those who, in his representative 
capacity, felt every disposition to respect public 
Opinion, whenever that opinion could be properly 
ascertained. Whenever he should be brought to 
feel a settled conviction that the opinion of the 
people of North Carolina was in opposition to the 
course which he had felt it to be his duty to take 
on great political measures, and whenever that 
opinion should be fairly presented to him, he would 


| be either Pree to obey it, or to relinquish the 
H 


seat which he had the honor to hold on this floor. 


| If he did not adopt one of these alternatives, he 
| should consider that he was acting in opposition 
_ to the sacred principles of our republican institu- 


tions, and following the practice of those who, 


| while they were issuing denunciations of execu- 


tive usurpations of power, were themselves acting 
in opposition to the expression of opinion of their 


|| own constituents, and were thus violating the 


g | great principles of republican government. 
Mr. PARKER objected to the payment being | 


But 
he could not consent to take the opinions of these 
petitioners, respectable as he admitted them to be, 
as the sense of the people of North Carolina. It 
was true that some of the signers of this paper had 
been supporters of the present Executive, but it 
was equally true that others of them were his de- 
cided opponents. From the tone of the resolu- 


| tions, and the character of the newspapers selected 


removal of the Government deposites. Mr. McK. | 


said he had been waited on by a very respectable 
committee of gentlemen from that city, now here, 
| who expressed their view to him at length on the 
subject. 


such a state of things did exist there. He moved 


He also presented 


| a letter from that committee to himself, which he | 


desired might be read. 


‘| After the memorial! had been read, 


Mr. CLAY suggested that the motion of the 


| 
| 


for their publication, he inferred, indeed, thet 
the greater number had been always in opposition 
to General Jackson. What were those papers? 
The National Intelligencer, the U.S. Telegraph, 
the Richmond Whig. He admitted that some of 
the signers. of the paper were once among the 
friends of the Executive, but this document came 
to the Senate in a very questionable shupe. 

In regard to the great question which was agi- 
tating the country from one end of it to the other, 
his own opinion had been firmly and deliberately 
made up. From a view of all the circumstances, 
he was satisfied that the agitation and embarrags- 
ment which prevailed resulted from the conduct 
of the bank itself, and the conduct of that political 
party, the existence of which seemed to depend 
on that of the bank. He should deem himself 
recreant to all republican principles, and to his 
own feelings, did he not place himself in zeal- 
ous and determined opposition to such a course. 
What had been the course of the bank? When 
about eigit millions were drawn from the bank— 
asum small in comparison to its capital—every 
effort was immediately put in operation to pro- 


And although he differed from them in duee distress and embarrassment in the country. 
opinion as to the causes of the distress and pres- | 


| upon the people, politicians, men in high places 
sure, yet he could no longer disbelieve the fact that | newspapers, the whole squadron of paid agents 


: ; ““ || and organs, spreac an alarm that the country w 
| that the memorial be read, referred to the Commit- | er coo 


|| tee on Finance, and printed. 


While the bank thus put the screws down hard 


| to be plunged into ruin by the removal of the de- 


posites. Was not that conduct alone calculated 
to produce the distress which was foretold? 
W ould it not alarm the capitalists of the country, 
the men who had any superfluous money, and 
prevent them from loaning to others? Unques- 


gentleman from Pennsylvania might comprehend || 


a ; tionably. 
the printing of the signatures, and the accempany- || me 


On motion of Mr. MARDIS, the House sus- | | Believing, as he himself did, that the freedom 


pended the rule, to permit him to offer the following | | ing letter; which 


resolution: i 

Resolved, That the Commitize on the Post Office || 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the || 
expediency of establishing the following post | 
routes in Alabama: from Erie, Green county, to || 
Livingston, Sumpter county; from Marion, Perry | 
county, to Cahawba, Dallas county; from Pick- || 
enaville, Pickens county, to Jackson, Mississippi; 
from Benton court-house, Benton county, via |, 
Kelly’s Spring, to the court-house,in Talladega || 
county; and from thence to Wetumpka, Ala- | 


| 
ma. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill supple- | 





mental to an act passed for the final adjustment of 1 


land claims in Louisiana. 


Mr. McKEAN assented to. 
After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER, the | 
memorial was referred. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the regu- | 
lation of the Post Office Department, with amend- | 
ments; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the preamble and | 
resolutions of a meeting held in Burke county, | 
North Carolina, of a similar character with those | 
presented a few minutes before by Mr. McKean. | 

Mr. BROWN asked for the reading of the | 
paper; and the paper was accordingly read. | 

r. MANGUM then sent a letter to the table, | 
which he desired might be read. 


| 


| and independence of the people and the mainte- 


nance of the Constitution depended on the issue 
of this contest, he would not consent for himself, 
and the State he represented, that they should be 
influenced by the cry of alarm which had been 
sent abroad. The public distress was a fertile 
theme for declamation; but could it be doubted 
that politicians feed on this distress; that it is the 
fund from which they draw their arguments, and 
they speculate on it to the grentest advantage? 
Let the condition of the bank be as unjustifiable 


|, as it could be, these gentlemen were uniformly 


skeptical; and be the action of the Executive as 
unexceptionable as it might, they could find noth- 
ing to justify. ‘ 

There was another view which he was desirous 
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to present. He should be opposed now to the 
restoration of the deposites, because the inevitable 
result of such a measure would be the rechartering 
of the United States Bank. It was true, that it 


had been denied by many gentlemen that there | 


was any connection between the two questions. 
But what did they hear? Were they not told that 
it was impossible for the Government to carry on 
its financial operations without a fiscal agent; and 
that, without such agency, the whole of our rev- 


enue system would be involved in ruin? There | 
were many who contended that the questions were | 


distinct, and, while they were insisting on the 
restoration of the deposites, declared that they had 
no desire to touch the question of chartering the 
bank; but it was evident that, while affecting to 


hate the traitor, they cherished the treason. If | 
the bank possessed all this power to cripple the | 


commerce of the country, to shackle industry, and 
injure our markets, it was an establishment repug- 
nant to the Constitution, and one which might 


ultimately seize the reins of Government. If it | 
possessed all the tremendous power, in time of | 
peace, what if, in the moment of war, it should 


take upon itself the power to control all the State 
banks’ It was his settled opinion, that if, ina 
great war of national rights, the stockholders of 
the United States Bank should choose to array 
themselves againet the Government, as was the 
case with some of the owners of capital in the last 
war, they cou! arrest all the operations of the 
country, stop the progress of resistance, and com- 


pel the Government to conclude a treaty—a (is- 
graceful treaty. Could he sanction the institution | 


when it was admitted to possess such power? 
Although he placed a high value on the honor of 
a seat on this floor, if he were constrained to hold 
it only as the advocate of such an institution, the 


seat would lose all its value in his estimation, and | 


he would surrender it without regret. 

What did the Senate already begin to see? In 
Pennsylvania, where the bank was situated, public 
opinion was rising up against it. The honest and 
indignant voice of the people were denouncing it. 
It had been tried by a jury of the vicinage—tried 
by its own State—and there was no doubt that 
the public judgment would be recorded against it. 
Entertaining these views, and without desiring to 
throw any imputation on other gentlemen, he had 
found himself impelled to offer them to the Senate. 
He could not doubt that his colleague, in present- 
ing his remarks on offering the resolutions, bad 
honestly obeyed the convictions of his mind; 
and, while he accorded this tribute of justice 
to him, he hoped to receive for himself an equal 
charity. 

One word further. He protested against the 
influence of this bank being exerted in his State. 
He denied that the State was in any way depend- 
ent on the institution. There was never a greater 
degree of prosperity among the people than at this 
time. Its population consisted of industrious 


farmers, mechanics, and planters, and over these | 


he denied that the bank had any control. They 
had their own resources, drawn from their in- 
dustry, by means of which they carried on their 
own operations. No national bank could reach 
them. They were entirely beyond its influence 
and control. 

It had been stated, in a letter presented by his 
colleague to the Senate, and which had been read, 
that some of the notes of the State banks had been 
at eight per cent. discount in the western part of 
North Carolina. That bank was in as good credit 
as any bank in the Union. It was aspecie-paying 
bank, and all that he should say was, that if its 
notes were ata discount of eight per cent. in the 
State, it was a greater discount than was asked in 
New York, or anywhere else. In New York, he 
believed the discount was only two per cent.; and 
it was strange, indeed, if it was two per cent. in 
New York, and eight per cent. athome. He had 
noticed in a recent paper, that commissioners had 
been appointed to receive subscriptions of stock 
for a new bank, and they were receiving the notes 
of the State bank for stock, because it was a 
specie-paying bank. There was a difficulty in 
selecting a bank in the State for the public depos- 
ites, until there had been an action of the Legisla- 
ture on the subject. His colleague had said, that 
the flame was extending in the mountain region; 
that this was one of the strongholds of the Ad- 
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|| ministration, but that the flame was spreading 
|| and threatening a general conflagration. Now, 
|| he himeelf ha 


BE. 


} 


no doubt that North Carolina | 


_ would sustain the Administration; that the opin- | 


|| decidedly against domestic foes as well as foreign 
|| enemies, and would support the Goverrment 
|| against both. He had no doubt that these mount- 
'| ain men—mostly the descendants of that gallant 
| band which so valiantly maintained the honor of 
their country at King’s Mountain—would, on this 
occasion, exhibit a firmness and courage which 
| would not dishonor the achievement of that day. 


in printing so many names as were appended to 
this memorial twice over? They had been or- 
dered to be printed in the other House already. 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the gentleman from 
rates of exchange of certain bank notes. He said 
of two percent. The prices current of January 
24th last, rate the notes of North Carolina ata 
discount of five percent. Those of Kentucky at 
|| from five to eight. Alabama eight to twelve. ‘The 


notes of Louisiana and Mississippi at eight to | 
In these States, in August last, North | 


twelve. 
Carolina notes were at one and a half to two. 
South Carolina oneand a half totwo. Kentucky 


asany. Hehad butone word moreto say. The 
peated, and what was a subject only fit for a fur- 
ther inquiry, that the bank was making every 
effort to produce the pressure and distress which 
now exists. Would the gentleman tell us what 
the bank has done, and what it should not do? He 


founded upon no data. 


that the bills of North Carolina were at a discount | 


ions of the people, republican as they were, were | 


ees Feb. 11, 


nineteen 
ilized world by proclaiming that the former Con- 
gress did not know their duty. By the eighth 
article of the bank charter it was required and com- 

elled to confine its debts within its capital, and by 
its charter it was bound to curtail its debts and its 
discounts in proportion to the reduction of its pub- 
lic and private deposites; and he would presume 
that it had done all this, until some actual case to 
the contrary was brought to his mind. Ele wag 
a Republican; but he was equally opposed to the 
tumult of democracy as he was to the calm of des- 





_potism. He was in favor of the will of the people 


i 


| reply to the gentleman from 
| had referred to the rate of exchange to show the 
| value of North Carolina and other notes at Phil- 
| adelphia. I (said Mr. B) had remarked that North 
North Carolina [Mr. Brown] had adverted to the | 


_ to be expressed in its most effective form. 
Mr. BENTON asked what could be the object || 


Mr. BROWN wished to say a word or two in 
assachusetts, He 


Carolina notes of the State Bank were at two or 


| three per cent. in the northern cities, and had in- 





four to six; and he supposed these indications of | 
| the currency and rate of exchange were as correct 


gentleman had repeated what had often been re- || 


' 


surely did not mean to take up the common cry, | 
If the bank has not dis- | 


counted to the utmost of its ability, show us the | 


grounds for theobjection. Whatare his grounds? 


So far as we know, it has not curtailed a dollar of | 
its accommodations beyond the amount of depos- | 


ites removed from it. 


We see from its condition | 


in New York, where it had three millions of de- |, 


posites, and has now but $75,000, it has discounted 
to the amount of half a million. This did not 
seem like screwing down the community. Mr. 
W. wished what the bank had done to be known, 
and so faras there was any known fact in relation 
to its conduct, he should interrupt no gentleman 
in exposing it. But he thought the charge ought 
to be made so that the people may judge whether 
the bank was in fault or not. 

Mr. BIBB was one of those who desired to 
repel the idea of wishing to recharter the United 
States Bank. He was no bank man, and never 
had been. He was hostile to that bank, and to all 


the State banks; but if we were compelled to | 
submit to one of many evils, he would choose the | 


least; he would rather oppose the whole system; 
but if he must submit to a tyrant, he would rather 
yield to one than to four hundred. The man who 
should invent a different sort of system than the 
present, which ehall press so lightly upon the 


business, the debits and credits of the country, | 
as that they cannot be materially affected by it, | 


| should have his hearty support. This, however, 


was not the question presented in these memorials, || 
but it was convenient to seize on them as reasons | 


for evading the true causes of thedistress. There 


was nothing in the natural elements calculated to | 


cause all this alarm and disquietude. The multi- 


plication of these memorials attested the fact of the | 


stoppage of the money concerns of the country. 
There 1s a deep distress, a cold mildew which has 
benumbed the commercial and business transac- 
tions of the country. It is so, or gentlemen are 


inattentive to the sources of information; they are | 


the representations of merchants, dealers, and tra- 
ders, speaking the language of soberness and truth. 


The charter of the bank is a contract made by the |: 


authorities of the Government, and sanctioned by | 
the Supreme Court of the United States; and now | 
to refuse to abide by the terms of the contract and | 
carry it into effect, would be to stultify the Con- | 
gress which made the bank; for President Jackson | 


to stultify President Madison. It is a contract for 


which a consideration has been given; and he, for 
one, would not be willing to tarnish the faith of 
‘ the Government in the eyes of Europe and the civ- 


| 


ferred that they could not have depreciated down 
to eight per cent. in their own State, when 7 
t 


| were at two per cent. at 8o remote a distance. 


seemed that North Carolina notes were reported 


at only five per cent. discount in Philadelphia, 


which was not so much as the alleged discount in 
the western part of North Carolina.* But he con- 
sidered the Philadelphia market to be an unsafe 
guide, as it was under the control of brokers who 
might be connected with the bank, and nothing 
could be more easy than for a combination of tra- 
ders, who wished to depreciate the price of notes 
for a few weeks,to do so. But they were not so 
omnipotent as to be able to do this for any length 
of time. There were no notes in better credit than 
those of the North Carolina State Bank, which was 
a specie-paying bank. ‘The banks in the State 
were in the possession of public confidence; their 
charters weré on the point of expiring, except one, 
which had been lately rechartered by the Leyvisla- 
ture, and they were in the a fulfilment of their 
obligations. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
had stated that he (Mr. B.) had made grave 
charges against the bank, and asked him for the 
proof. He thought that there was strong proof 
before the world. What was its conduct when 
the public deposites were at first removed? Did it 
not immediately curtail its discounts to an amount 
far beyond that which had been withdrawn? The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Wiikins] had, 
some days since, read a paper to show that bills 
of exchange were sold on better terms by some of 
the State banks of Pennsylvania than by the Uni- 
ted States Bank, showing the disposition on the 
part of the United States Bank to embarrass the 
domestic exchange. That was some proof. What 
other proof was there? Its rapid and great curtail- 
ments of its accommodations everywhere, except, 
perhaps, in New York, where it might have pur- 
sued a different policy. There was yet an amount 
of ten millions of specie in its vaults, yet it con- 
tinued to reduce its discounts. The great danger 
was in the secret operations of the bank. If all its 
schemes could be developed, and the public could 
have a knowledge of all its secret machinery, which 
was employed in spreading distress through the 
community, they would discover that, like the elec- 
tric stroke, it was not seen until it had fulfilled its 
fatal mission. 

Mr. MANGUM said he reciprocated the kind- 
est feelings towards his colleague. The Philadel- 
phia stock market had been objected to by him. 
Perhaps he would have none to the. New York 
market, where the same prices prevailed. The 
question was not one of bank or no bank, but to 
restore the faith of the Government, and to repair 
the injury inflicted on it. 

Mr. PRESTON entered the Senate Chamber 
with much agitation, just as Mr. Mancum had 
closed his remarks; when, 

Mr. FORSYTH having obtained the floor, gave 
way to— 


y Pec 
Mr. PRESTON, who said he did not rise with 





* Mr. Brown deems it his duty to state, that 
since the debate which occurred in the Senate on 
this subject, he has seen the ‘* Morning Courier 
and New York Enquirer,” dated on the 8th in- 
stant, and that the rate of discount in the city of 
New York, as given in that paper, on the notes of 
the several banks of North Carolina, is from 2} to 
3 per cent. only. 
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fact that he had just witnessed an awful occurrence. || 
A distinguished member of the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, (Mr. Boutprn, of Virginia,} whileinthe | 
discharge of his cfficial duties, and actually upon || 
the floor, addressing the Chair, had fallen from his |, 
position, and then lay a corpse in the Hall! | 

The Senate then, on motionof Mr. PRESTON, | 
immediately adjourned. | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 11, 1834. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Davenport; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on Tues- 
day next, move that the House go into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, on the 
** bill to reduce and graduate the price of the pub- 
lic lands,’’ pursuant to instructions from the com- 
mittee by whom the bill was reported. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Ter- | 
ritories, reported a bill repealing certain acts of the 
Legislative Council of Florida; read twice and || 
committed. 


PAYMENT OF PENSIONS. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported ‘a bill to describe the mode of || 

ying pensions heretofore granted by the United | 
tates,’’ accompanied by a detailed report, as fol- | 
ows: | 

The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom | 
was referred the message of the President of the | 
United States, of the 4th of February, 1834, with || 


the accompanying dgcuments, communicating to || 
Congress the refusal of the Bank of the United || 
States to deliver over to the order of the Secretary | 
of War, the books, papers, and funds, connected 

with the disbursements to be made under the act | 
of June, 1832, entitled ** Anact supplementary to 

the act for the relief of certain surviving officers | 
and soldiers of the Revolution” — 


REPORT: 


That they have given to the subject all the con- || 
sideration which its importance “demands, as well |, 
from its intrinsic character as from the class of | 
most meritorious persons whose interests may be || 
affected by the delay which may take place in the | 
payment of the sums respectively due to them, in | 
consequence of the refusal of the Bank of the Uni- |, 
ted States to deliver over the funds heretofore 
provided by law for their payment, together with 
the books and papers connected with its disburse- 
ment. 

The bank, by the appointment of the Secretary 
of War, has heretofore been the disbursing agent | 
of the Government, under the act of June 7, 1832, 
‘* for the relief of certain surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution.” In ordinary cireum- 
stances, all disbursing officers are responsible for 
the faithful performance of the duty assigned them, 
and are removable by the Executive. This con- 
irol over them has been deemed essential to the 
correct performance of their duty, as well as to the 
just security of the public interests. The bank, 
however, under the act of June 7, 1832, claims to | 
be the disbursing officer of the Government, inde- 
Herr ores of the appointment of the Executive, to 
hold the office by law, and to be beyond the power | 
of removal by the executive authority. Such a 
claim, to be supported, should be clearly estab- 
lished, as it is at variance with the general prin- 
ciples of the Constitution and laws. 

The committee, on an examination of the docu- 
ments accompanying the President’s message, find | 
that an order was given by the Commissioner of | 
Pensions, which order was authorized by the Sec- | 
retary of War, for removing from the Bank of the | 
United States and its branches, to the local banks | 
of deposite, at places where such local banks had | 
been selected, the books, papers, and funds, rela- | 
ting to the execution of the act of June 7, 1832. 
With this requisition the bank has declined acom- | 

liance, on the ground that the bank is constituted 

y law the agent for making payments under the 
act of 1832, and that the Secretary of War has_ 
consequently no right to transfer these duties to | 
any other agent. 

The question is, therefore, 


| 





one of authority be- | 
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a wish to interrupt the debate, but to announce the 


| sion of the funds, books, and papers in question, | 


| a correct view of the law of the case. 


| labors on this part of the subject. 


| payment of pensions under these laws. 


/granted. That act is supplementary to the act 


| required to be relinquished. No wounds are re- 


|, nuity’’ is given and received. 
| both these acts was confided to the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, and that officer was authorized to | 
| cause the payments to be made at such limes and | 
| places as he thought proper. The act of 1828 pro- | 


| under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury, be paid to the officer or soldier entitled there- 


_ and days as the said Secretary may direct.”’ 
| of 1832 provides ‘that the pay allowed by this 


| appropriation of the sums necessary to carry them || 


| the authority given by the act of 1823, has caused 
'| the payment to be made at the Treasury directly || 
|| to the individuals entitled. 


tween one of the departments of the Government | 
and the Bank of the United States, in which the | 
bank has undertaken fo retain the money and other | 
roperty of the Government, until some measure, | 
egislative or judicial, can be adopted, whereby the | 
authority of the Executive over the public money | 
and property, and the right claimed by the bank | 
to retain them, can be determined, and provision || 
made for their ultimate disposition. 
The committee are of opinion that the bank has | 
taken a position, and set up a claim to the posses- 


which cannot be supported. ‘The opinion of the | 
Attorney General, communicated by the President, 
contains a history of the agency of the bank in the 
payment of pensions, and of claims under the act 
of 1832, and also a full and, as the committee think, 
To this 
opinion they refer, as greatly diminishing their | 
It is conceded |, 
that, by various legislative enactments, direct and 


agent for paying invalid and revolutionary pen- |, 
sioners prior to, and under the, act of March 18, | 
1818. ‘The Secretary of War has given no direc- 


remains as it was, the disbursing officer for the || 
But the || 
case is otherwise under the act of June 7, 1832. 
Under that act the bank was not, by the terms, or || 
any fair construction of the law, constituted the | 
disbursing agent for paying the annuities which it | 


** for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of | 
the army of the Revolution,’ passed May 15, 1828. || 
These two acts form parts of the same system 


the phraseology of both is nearly identical. They | 
provide for making payments for the surviving 

officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, in | 
consideration of services, and the sums to be paid | 


are denominated pay; and before any payment | 


can be made under either of these laws, if the || 


| persons claiming their benefit are already receiving | 


; . 
pensions under former laws, such pensions are | 


quired to entitle a man to this “ monthly pay,”’ | 
as they are agreeably to the system of the invalid || 
pension laws; nor is poverty essential to this aid, as | | 
it is under the acts of March 18, 1818, and the act | 
of May 1, 1820, supplementary thereto. But the | 
whole claim seems to be placed on the ground of || 
services, and in consideration of them the ‘‘ an- | 
The execution of 


vides ‘*that the pay allowed by this act shall, || 


to, or to their authorized attorney, at such places | 
Theact 


| 
act shall, under the direction of the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, be paid to the officer, non-com- || 
missioned officer, musician, or private, entitled || 
thereto, or his or their authorized attorney, at 
such places and times as the Secretary of the Treasury | 
may direct.’”? And both acts contain a permanent || 


intoeffect. The Secretary of the Treasury, under || 


The bank never had | 
any agency whatever under this law, nor is it || 
known to the committee that they ever interposed || 
any claim to make these payments. It is very 
clear that, if the payments under the act of 1828 || 
could be made at the Treasury, or at such other 
place as the Secretary of the Treasury might direct, || 
without the intervention of the bank as the dis- | 
bursing agent, so could the payments under the 
act of 1832 be made in like manner, had the execu- 
tion of the act of 1832 remained with the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The execution of this act was, | 


however, by a joint resolution of June 28th, 1832, | 
devolved upon the Secretary of War, and the duties 
which the act required to be performed by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury were ‘‘ transferred to the || 
Secretary of War.”’ The Secretary of War was, | 
by this resolution, clothed with the same authority 
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| and places’’ as he may direct. 


| pass through the hands of the bank. 
|| tions for the change of this agency, and the bank 


| plated arrangement? 
|| that the power confided to the Secretary of War, 


/no right to demand its exercise. 


| be found to require of it. 


| created. 


| vision on the subject of paying pensions. 


171 


to make payments to those entitled under the act 
of 1832, at such times and places as he might 
direct, as was eee possessed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. In whatever mode the pay- 
ments could have been made by the Treasury De- 
partment previous to the adoption of the resolution 
of June 28th, 1832, in the same mode they can be 
made at the War Department after the adoption of 
that resolution. The whole business, then, was 
to be done under the “* direction” of the Secretary 
of War, and the payments made at such ** times 
It will not be dis- 
uted that the words of the law confer upon the 
Secretary of War a general supervisory authority 
over the payments to be made under it. They 
authorize the payments to be made whensoever, | 
wheresoever, and by whomsoever the Secretary 
may direct. If the Secretary were to direct the 
oa to be made at the Treasury, (as by the 
aw he has a clear right to do,) it surely cannot be 


that ind | maintained that an agent of the bank must stand 
|| indirect, the bank was constituted the disbursing | 


by to receive the money and pass it over to those 
entitled. It surely cannot be contended that the 
money is not properly disbursed, unless it first 
If the Sec- 
retary of War thinks the convenience of those 
entitled to pay under thisact, or the public interest 
requires that places of payment should be desig- 


|| nated where there are no branches of the United 


States Bank, may the bank, by refusing to estab- 
lish an agency at such places, (and there is no 
law requiring them to do so,) defeat the contem- 
It appears to the committee 


to designate times and places of payment, neces- 


| sarily includes the authority to select the persons 
|| The act of 1532 has reference to that of 1528, and | 


who are to act as agents in making the payments, 
as without such authority the power to direct the 
times and places of payment would be wholly 
nugatory. 

The committee are of opinion that upon no cor- 
rect principles can the bank claim the legal right 
to make these payments—either in their character 
of commissioners of loans, or as disbursing agent 
of the Government. The charter does not con- 
fer on the bank the right of being in all cases the 
agent for the payment of pensions. It reserves 
to Congress the power to impose on the bank the 
duty which was before performed by the com- 
missioners of loans; and as those commissioners, 
at the date of the bank charter, performed the 
duties of agent for paying the invalid pensions, 
the reservation in the charter authorized Congress 


| to impose that duty on the bank. But Congress 


may or may not, at its own pleasure, exercise the 
power it has thus reserved. The bank can have 
The charter, 
therefore, in this respect, confers no right on the 
bank. It merely reserves to Congress the power 
to impose a duty, and the duty of the bank in 
this particular cannot be more extensive than 
the laws passed subsequently to the charter shalt 
The act of the 3d of 
March, 1817, made it the duty of the bank to 
pay, as agent, the pensions which, before that 
time, were paid by the commissioners of loans; 
but it does not require that all the pensions after- 
wards created shall be paid in like manner by the 
bank. Its provisions are expressly confined to 
the duties which were then performed by the 
commissioners of loans, and no allusion is made 
in the law to pensions which may afterwards be 
The act of 1818 directs the pensions 
which it gave to be paid in the same manner as 


| pensions to invalids had before that time been 


paid, and it is by virtue of this provision that the 
bank pays the pensioners under this law. But 


| this act, like that of 1817, makes no general pro- 


it 
directs the manner in which the particular pensiona 
it created should be paid; but it does nothing 
more. 

From this statement it appears that the duty of 
pension agent has been imposed on the bank by 


| law, in those cases where the pensions were given 
|| by the act of 1818, or by some previous act of 


Congress. But it is not the duty of the bank to 


| act as pension agent in relation to pensions created 


since the law of 1818, unless some subsequent act 
of Congress has imposed that duty on it. 

If, then, it be assumed that the payments under 
the act of 1832 are to be regarded as pensions, 
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yet the bank would not be bound to take upon || fore the Government shall in no case have any 
itaelf that duty, unless it was required of it by act || power to withdraw the property which it has here- 


of Congress. For it is not enough that new pen- 
sions are created—there must also be some law 
directing the bank to act as agent in paying them; 
otherwise the bank can be nothing more thana 


| 


| tofore placed in our possession. Sucha principle, 
| if applied to all other cases of disbursing officers 
| who may assume the ground that they have been 


| illegally dealt with, would lead to consequences 


voluntary agent, and at liberty, therefore, to sur- || which do not require to be stated, and could not, 


render their trust whenever they think proper. 


But there is no pretence that the law or resolu- | 


tion of 1832 contains any direction that the bank 
should act as agentin paying these claims. ‘There 
is no reference in the law to any former act of 
Congress from which such an intention can be in- 


ferred, even by the most strained and forced con- || 


struction; and, therefore, if these payments be 
considered pensions, in the legal sense in which 
the word is used in the acts of Congress, yet the 
duty of paying them has not been imposed on the 
bank, and they were not bound to perform the 
duty, unless they supposed it to be their interest 
to do #0. 


There is another point of view in which the sub- | 


ject presents itself, and which it is believed is still 
more important; and that is the atutude assumed 
by the bank. 
pers, and funds, as belonging to them. These are 


| 


They do not claim the books, pa- || 


confessedly the property of the Government. | 


But they claim the right to retain the possession 
of them, not from any interest which they have in 
them, for this is disavowed, but merely that they 
may take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
This is certainly a novel pretension, and it is be- 
lieved is now for the first time asserted by a cor- 
poration, at least in the United States. By the 
Constitution, the execution of the laws is confided 
to the Executive. 

The allegation of the bank, as contained in the 


| 


letter of the president of the bank of January 23, | 


1834, that ** it 19 no justification to the bank to 
obey any other authority,’’ (than Congress,) ‘for 
* if it pays money or transfers money, without the 
‘authority of Congress, its accounts may be dis- 
‘allowed by the accounting officers,’’ does not, in 
the opinion of the committee, deserve to be ser’- 
ously considered or refuted. Jt is impossible to 
conceive upon what grounds such an apprehension 
as is here pretended could be seriously entertained; 


for whatever authority the bank had to disburse | 


the annuities under the act of June 7th, 1832, was 
derived, not from Congress, for the act directs the 
payments to be made “ under the direction of the 
Secretary,’’ but from their appointment as paying 
agent, by the Secretary of War; and if he gave 
the authority, it would be strange, indeed, if he 
could not revoke it. The public money had been 
laced in the hands of the sank, by order of the 
Bessey of War, and if he revokes that order, 
and directs the money to be returned to the treas- 
ury, or transferred to other agei:*3, it is absurd to 
suppose that the bank, by obeying, should be in 
any way embarrassed in the settlement of their 
accounts. There was not the slightest ground for 
such a belief; and it cannot, therefore, be urged 
as any extenuation or apology for the course of 
the bank. 

In no view of the subject can the bank, in the 


opinion of the committee, rightfully retain posses- | 
sion of the money and property of the Govern- | 


ment. If the law of 1832 had constituted the bank 
(which the committee do not concede, but, on the 


contrary, maintain it did not) the paying agent of | 


the Government, it would not necessarily follow || 


that they must keep possession of these books, 
papers, and funds. 
ceived in which it would be not only proper, but 
the duty, of the Government to resume the pos- 


wanted for copying, examination, or correction, 
or other conceivable purposes. ‘The money appro- 
wriated for these payments might be accumulated 
in an unnecessary degree at a given point, and 
might be wanted elsewhere, in consequence of a 
diminished supply at other ‘places ’’ designated 
by the Secretary for the payments. But the 
ground taken by the bank excludes all possibility 
of the exercise of this supervisory regulation of 
the head of the department, whose duty the law 
makes it to see that the ** pay’ allowed by the act 
shall be made under his ‘* direction ’’ and at such 
** times ”’ and ‘* places’? as he may designate. The 
bank, in effect, says, we have decided that we are 


Many cases might be con- | 


| 


| for a moment, be tolerated. 


If the bank when the demand was made for the |! 


| books, papers, and money of the Government in 
| its possession had “ protested,’’ if they thought 
| the demand illegal, and had then delivered them 
up, and had afterwards appealed to Congress or 
| the judicial tribunals for such redress or decision 
/as the nature of the case might call for, their 
position would have been far different from what 
itis now. Assuming to decide the law for them- 
selves, and arrogating the power to see that the 
| laws be faithfully executed, they assume a power 
| heretofore unknown to our laws and institutions. 
Claiming to define their own legal rights, they 
have so far forgotten the rights of the public as to 
withhold vouchers and funds to which they can 
have no title. 
It further appears to the committee that the 
| change directed to be made by the Secretary of 
War was called for by the circumstances. It is 
understood that the change has been confined toa 


selected. 
ited in the branches of the United States Bank, 


payments, by appointment of the Secretary of 
War, under the act of June 7, 1832. Where the 


to the Government. 

The reason and propriety, therefore, of the 
measure, are obvious. The object is to direct the 
banks holding the public money to pay out this 
money to persons claiming it under the act of 
June 7, 1832, instead of baving the funds drawn 
from these banks and placed in the United States 
Bank and its branches, for the mere purpose of 

' doing what the former may do as well. To have 
continued the agency of the Bank of the United 
States in making these payments, when the pub- 


lic moneys were in other banks, would have || of legislation in this respect. 


been unnecessarily to put it in the power of the | ther appropriation required to supply the place of 


Bank of the United States, by means of the public | 


funds, to draw large amounts of specie from time 
to time from the selected banks, to hoard in its 
own vaults, thereby to increase for its own pur- 


poses, a needless and unjustifiable pressure on the 
people. 


It remains to be considered what effect this un- || 


warrantable act of the bank may have upon the 
future payments to be made to the officers and sol- 
diers entitled to the benefits of the provisions of the 
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act of 1832. The committee called upon the Secre- | 


tary of War for information on this point, and here- 


with submit the answer which has been received. | 


Itappears that on the Ist of January last, the bank, 


as disbursing agent for the payment of claims | 


under the act of June 7th, 1832, held of public || ascertained. 


moneys drawn from the Treasury for this object, 
the sum of $470,546 98. Since then, other pay- 
ments, to acomparatively small amount, may have 


been made, and it is possible that subsequent set- | 


tlements may further reducethis balance. ‘This sum 
had been regularly drawn from the Treasury by 
warrants in the usual way, and placed in the pos- 
session of the bank to be disbursed. The act of 


| 1832 makes a standing appropriation of the amount 


session of them. The books and papers might be | necessary to carry its provisions into effect. The 


bank, by withholding the sum which it has in 
possession, stands in the situation of any other 
defaulting disbursing agent, and asum equal to that 
which it thus wrongfully retains, must be drawn 
from the Treasury and applied to the payments 


| until the amount withheld by it shall be recovered. 


| be recovered from the bank; but it will render it | 
| necessary for the Department of War to make || 


|The detention of the books and papers by the 


bank, will not necessarily postpone the payments 
until the possession of such books and papers may 


out new lists of those entitled to pay, and there is 


| 


| 


| 


j 
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| 
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| especially at the distant 


encies, agreenbly tot 
| established usage. The labor of preparing on 
lists and papers is understood to be great, and 
with all the care that can be taken, there will be 
a liability to error, in many cases, until the present 
agents settle their account, resulting from the 
"uncertainty of the periods to which the payments 
| may have been made. But as no surviving claim. 
/ants have been paid to a period later than the 4th 
of September last, all who are now living may be 
_ paid on the 4th of March for the half year ending 
| at that time. 
| If any inconvenience should be felt by any of 
| those veterans of the Revolution, as the committee 
| believe it will be by all, by the delay which will 
| take place in the payment of the next annuity due 
to them, it is to be attributed to the unjustifiable 
| conduct of the bank in interposing to thwart the 
| views of the Government, in withholding from the 
| Officers of Government the public money and pub- 
lic property, to which they do not pretend to have 
|any claim. The committee cannot condemn, in 
| terms too strong, the conduct of the bank in this 
transaction. The bank withholds from the pub. 
lic service the large sum of four hundred and sev- 
enty thousand five hundred and forty-six dollars 
and ninety-eight cents, and thus puts the Govern- 


|, ment to the inconvenience of applying other funds 
substitution of the local banks of deposite for the || 

Bank of the United States and its branches at those || appropriated and drawn from the Treasury. 
places where local banks or deposites have been | 
Where the public funds are yet depos- ] 


these branches are yet the agents for making the || 


| to the objects for which the sum they retain was 


So far as respects the delivery of the public prop- 
erty in their possession, they refuse to obey the 
instructions issued; but so far as respects the ter- 
mination of the duty of making payments, they 
yield a ready acquiescence, and yet there is the 


. || same authority for the one order as for the other. 
change has been made, the business is to be done || 


by the new agency without any charge whatever | niary interest in the course they pursue. 


But in the former case, they have a direct pecu- 
In the 
latter, their interest is not at stake, and no one 
| suffers but the Government, which must advance 
other funds to supply the place of those illegally 
| retained by the bank, and the veterans of the Rev- 
olution, who must wait for the amount due them 
until the necessary documents can be prepared to 
_ justify the payment. 
| The existing laws are, in the opinion of thecom- 
mittee, adequate to enable the Government to 
| effect a recovery from the bank of its money and 
| property, and therefore they propose no measure 
Neither is any fur- 


the sum thus retained by the bank; for, as has 
been already remarked, the act of June 7, 1832, 
| makes a standing appropriation of the sums ne- 
| cessary to carry its provisions into effect. If the 
| bank, or any other disbursing agent for the pay- 
ment of these claims, become defaulters, and re- 
fuse to pay over the public moneys placed in their 
hands to make such payments, the meritorious 
class of citizens provided for by the act, cannot, 
on that account, be deprived of theirrights, though 
some of them may experience delay in receiving 
_ the sums due to them, as in this case they probably 
will, in consequence of the conduct of the bank, 
| in withholding the public books and papers, by 

which the exact amount of their claims is to be 





The committee deem the course of the bank 
‘such in this case as to justify the repeal of the 
severat provisions constituting them pension 
agents, under the invalid acts and the acts of 1818 
; and 1820. There seems to be no propriety in the 
separation of these duties; but as one may be con- 
veniently performed by the agents selected by the 

| Secretary of War, so may the other. There seems 


|, to bea porns too, in confiding to a responsible 
0 


officer of the Government the duty of making 
| these payments, rather than leave it in the hands 
of an irresponsible corporation. They therefore 
en this course, and report a bill accord- 
| ingly. 

| Ona motion of Mr. POLK, the bill and report 
| were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, said that the 
_ subject was one of high interest to the public, and 
he moved a suspension of the rule, to allow him 
_to move the printing of an extra number of copies. 
The motion was agreed to; and Mr. BLAIR 
_ moved that 10,000 copies of the report and accom- 


no probability that this can be done sufficiently | panying documents be printed. 
The SPEAKER stated the motion must lie one 


early to enable the payments under the act of June |, 


the proper agents to makethe payments, and there- |! 7, 1832, to be made on the 4th of March next, 


| day before it could be considered. 
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@ NATIONAL PAINTINGS. 


Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on the Pub- | 


lic Buildings, reported a joint resolution for the 
procurement of four national paintings to fill the 


vacant panels in the Roiundo of the Capitol; which | 


was. read the first time. 
The following bills were reported, read twice, 
and committed tothe Committee of the W hole, viz: 
By Mr. BARRINGER, a bill for the relief of 
John Carruck; 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, a bill for the 


relief of Paschal Hickman; 


By Mr. DEMING, a bill for the relief of Elijah | 


Lucas; 

By Mr. DUNCAN, a bill to establish an eddi- 
tional land office in the Territory of Arkansas; 

By Mr. YOUNG, a bill for the relief of Peter 
Jacquett. : 

By Mr. YOUNG, a bill for the relief of H. 
Winett. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, remarked that 
yesterday the member from New York [Mr. 


CAMBRELENG] presented a memorial from sundry | 
merchants ot New York in relation to the estab- | 


lishment of a warehousing system, and it was 
referred, with three other papers relating to the 
Bank of the United States, to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He had no disposition nor 


desire that the three other papers should be other- | 


wise referred than they have been; Wut the memorial 
on the warehousing system involved principles 
other than those relating to finance. 


It related to | 


the subject of commerce, and also to an interest | 


which he was bound to advocate in this House, 
and with the care of which he was charged as the 
chairman of the Committee on Manufuciures. LHe 
had not read the memorial, nor was it now ia his 


power to read it; but he apprehended that it was | 


most deeply interesting to the manufacturing inter- 
ests. Ele wished it to be referred tothe Commit- 


tee on Manufactures, and asked a suspension of | 


the rule to allow him to submit the motion. 


The motion to suspend the rule was putand lost. | 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of theday was then declared to be the | 


resolution of Mr. CuiLton, to appoint a select 


committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
extending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were 
engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 1794; 


and the amendment to it by Mr. Boupi, to ap- | 


point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 

Mr. CHILTON ALLAN said he was unwilling 
to be the cause of further consumption of time upon 
this subject. He understood that the House was 
anxious to have it disposed of, as many resolu- 


tions had been and would be offered for the con- | 


sideration of the House. He would, therefore, 
waive his right to speak on the subject, with the 
understanding that no gentleman should continue 
the debate. 

Mr. GiLMER said he was extremely anxious 
that the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Virginia should be discussed. 

Mr. ALLAN then moved the previous question, 
with a view to ascertain the sense of the House 
as to the continuance of the discussion. : 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, expressed a wish 
that the motion would be suspended till his col- 
league, the mover of the amendment, should appear 
in his seat. 

The motion for the previous question was sec- 
onded by the House. 

Mr. MASON demanded the yeas and nays on 
the previous question, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken whether the main 
question should be put, it was decided in the 
affirmative—yess 136, nays 66. 

*'The question was then taken on the resolution 
as submitted by the member from Kentucky, and 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 119. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

Mr. MERCER obtained leave to report a bill 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, author- 
izing the construction of a bridge over the Poto- 
mac, and repealing alt former acts passed on this 
subject; which was read twice. 





| 


Mr. M. then moved that it should be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, as he considered that committee the most 
appropriate in which a mearure was to be dis- 
cussed by which a great saving was to be effected; 
he also moved that the report, with the accom- 
panying documents, should be printed. 

Mr. McKENNAN remarked that, as he did 
not see in his sent the chairman of the Committee 
on the District, he would state that the improve- 
ment contemplated had originated with that com- 
mittee, and he would move that the subject should 
be referred to it. 

Mr. MERCER disclaimed having any intention 
of trenching upon the rights of any committee, 
and he explained that he felt it his duty—as the 
Committee on Internal Improvements were about 
to adjust their improvements to meet the revenue 
of the country, that as the expenditure about to be 
undertaken, involved, he was credibly informed, 
the large amount of full three millions, if not five 
millions—to recommend the present proposition, 
which would only require $130,000 as sufficient 
for every reasonable purpose. 

Mr. McKENNAN said he had every respect 


for the chairman of the Committee on Roads and | 


| Canals, but nevertheless he could not see why 


any views which had been submitted to that com- 
mittee to create such a change in the construction 
of the bridge could not be considered by the com- 
mittee in which it originated; and after detailing 
the proceedings taken by the Committee on the 


District, to eflect the construction of the bridge, he || 
desired that their claim to have the subject before | 


them should be recognized. 


Mr. MERCER remarked, that the proceedings | 


had originsted in consequence of a report to the 
House by Mr. WickuiFFe, which had, thereupon, 
made an appropriation of sixty thousand deilars 
for the repairs of the bridge, and of twenty thou- 
sand dollars for purchasing the rights of the com- 
pany. Nothing was, however, done, and the Pres- 
ident of the United States had reported various 
plans to Congress. He was assured that the plan 
subsequently adopted would cost fully five mil- 
lions to complete it, as proposed. It was, there- 
fore, a serious consideration whether they should 
determine to go on with it, or proceed with what 
was now recommended, the expense of which 
would not amount to a year’s interest of the cost 
required for the other. 

Mr. CHINN said, it never was the understand- 
ing of the House that the Committee on Roads 


and Canals should have proceeded to annul the | 


contracts that had been made for the construction 
of the bridge; and as there could not be a doubt 
that the Committee of the District had, under all 
the circumstances, the most appropriate jurisdic- 
tion over the subject, he advocated the reference 
to it accordingly. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, knowing the anxi- | 


ety of the House to proceed with the other impor- 
tant business before it, and seeing that there was 
such a variety of opinion on this subject, which 
was likely to occuyy their time, he would move 
to postpone its further consideration until to- 
morrow; which motion prevailed—ayes 86, noes 
72 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The House resumed the consideration of the 


motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the | 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of | 


Ways and Means—the question being on the 


amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, as an | 


amendment to.that previously submitted by Mr. 
McDvrrie, viz: to add to tue motion for refer- 
euvce the following instructions to that committee: 


*‘ Inquire inio the expediency of depositing the | 
* revenue hereafier collected in the State banks in 


* the different States where the same is collected, 


‘in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, | 
‘and to prescribe the terms on which the same shall | 
* be deposiied; and to report by bill or otherwise.”’ 


Mr. BOULDIN, of Virginia, having the floor 
from the previous day, rose and said: 

Sir, before I proceed to submit a few remarks— 
and they shall be but few—on the merits of the 


I must revert to the rebuke which I, in all due hu- 
mility, received the other day from my colleague, 
(Mr. Wise.} Sir, he stated, and he stated truly, 
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that, although Mr. Raxpotrn was a member 
elect of this House, that fact had not been for 
maily announced to the House. Sir, 1] am not 
in the habit of taking any general remark what- 
ever to myself; but when a general remark is 
made, and under such circumstances agwill apply 
to no one else so appropriately as to myself, 1 am 
compelled to do so. Sir, my colleague did not as 
kindly suggest that the thing ought to be done, 
which another colleague [Mr. Arcuer] most 
kindly, and in the most delicate manner, through 
another colleague, did suggest—that this ought to 
be done; and now, as it has become my bounden 
duty, | must tell my colleague, and this House, 
and, through them, my constituents, the reason 
why Mr. Ranpvotpn’s death was not here an- 
nounced. But, sir, | cannot tell the reason why 
the thing so kindly suggested was not done, with 
out telling what I have already told my friends, 
and more than one, what I should say if I done 
that thing 

Here it becomes our painful duty to state, that 
Mr. Bovutpiy, after some moments pause, was 
observed to totter and lean forward upon the desk 
from which he had been addressing the House; he 
was seized with an apoplectic fit, and although 
medical assistance was promptly rendered, having 
been carried into the esplanade and bled, the vital 
spark had fled. 

The House adjourned on the instant. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 12, 1834. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
between two and three thousand inhabitants of the 
city of Baltimore, disapproving the course of the 
Secretary of the Treasury in removing the depos- 
ites, and asking their restoration to the Bank of 
the United States. 

Mr. C. addressed the Senate for afew minutes, 
but deciined extending his remarks, on account of 
the state of the feelings of members at this mo- 
ment. He however requested that the memorial 
might be read, and referred to the Commitiee on 
Finance, and printed. 

The reading was proceeded in for some time, 
when a message was announced from the House 
of Representatives, when it was suspended. 

Mr. FRank.in, the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, then announced to the Senate the 
death of the Hon. Tuomas T. Boutpin, a Repre- 
sentative from Virginia,and that his funeral would 
take place from the Hall of the House to-morrow 
morning, at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. KIVES rose, and said: 

Mr. Presiwent: The Senate were yesterday 
apprized by the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Presron,] in the momentary ab- 
sence of my colleague and myself, of the melan- 
choly event which has just been communicated to 
us by the House of Representatives, and which 
has deprived the State of Virginia of one of her 
most distinguished Representatives in the Legis- 
lature of the Union. ‘I'he event, sir, was, in all 
its circumstances and associations, of the most 
solemn and affecting character, well calculated to 
remind us, in the midst of our busy cares here, 
‘*what shadows we are, and what shadows we 
pursue'’’? [ now rise, Mr. President, to ask, at 
the hands of the Senate, the accustomed marks of 
respect to the memory of our deceased associate, 
and which are so eminently due to the high char- 
acter he maintained in all the relations both of 
public and of private life. I therefore beg leave to 
offer, for the adoption of the Senate, the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend the funeral 
of the Hon. Tuomas Tyier Bouton, late a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Virginia, at the hour of 11 o’clock, a. m., 
to-morrow, and as a testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, they will go into mourn- 
ing, by wearing crape round the left arm, for 
thirty days. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 


i at i | Journ to meet to-morrow morning, at half past ten 
serious question which is now before the House, | 


o’clock, to take order in attending the funeral of 
the late Hon. Tuomas T’.. Bounpin. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
W epnespay, February 12, 1834. 


After the Journal of the preceding day had been || 


read— 

Mr. ARCHER rose and said: I rise, Mr. 
Speaker, not to announce to the House—that were 
superfluocus—but to syomit the resolutions ren- 
dered proper by the dreadful catastrophe of which 
we were all appalled, and, | am sure | ey add, 
efflicted spectators, yesterday, by which | have 
been deprived of an esteemed friend, and the State 


to which we both belonged, at a moment of the || 
extremest public excitement, of one of the most | 
valued and valuable of her Representatives on this | 


floor. 
i know, sir, that I should outrage the feelings 


of the House, as I should violate my own, were I | 


to avail myself of this occasion to pay at large the 


tribute of esteem to my departed colleague and | 


friend, which would, under other circumstances, 
be due to the annunciation of his loss. He was 
of a character which might well be fruitful of pan- 
egyric, if it were now allowed me to dwell upon it. 
lt was his fortune to have raised himeelf from the 
humblest condition in life to rank in his profes- 
vion—to a high judicial station at home—and toa 
seat, and that no undistinguished one, on this floor, 
by the aid of merit alone. At an age approaching 
to majority he was following the plough; and, so 
far from regarding this circumstance with shame, 
or desiring to conceal it, he had the superior mind 
to regard and to speak of it with exultation, as, 
what it truly was,an honor. Without fortune 
or influential friends, or the aid even of education, 
he had lifted himself to general esteem, to inde- 
pendence, and toa place which he regarded, as | 
do, inferior to none in point of honor—a seat in 
this House. 

Sir, if I felt at liberty to pursue the theme, no 
man would be better authorized, from knowledge, 


to bear the high testimony which it merited, to his | 
character as a private and a public man; nor, let | 
me add, would there be any one who would be | 


more glad and proud to render this just tribute to 
his memory and virtues. 
the theme, just and grateful as it would be. The 
awful catastrophe we have been called to witness 


and deplore, speaks to our hearts; and, let me | 
add, to our horror, in a language which forbids it. | 


I feel that I ought not, may I say that I cannot, 


add more; and I content myself, therefore, after || 


this brief and impartial notice, with sending to the 


Chair the resolutions I hold in my hand, such as | 


are ordinarily adopted on occasions of this descrip- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attend the funeral of the late Tuomas TyLer 
Bou.pw, at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 


order for superintending the funeral of ‘Tuomas T. | 


Bounnin, deeeased, late a member of this House 
from the State of Virginia. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect to the memory of Tuomas T. 
Boutpin, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Sen- 


ate to notify that body of the death of Tuomas | 
‘Tl’. Bou.pw, late one of the Representatives from || 
the State of Virginia; and that his funeral will || 


take place to-morrow, at eleven o’clock in the fore- 
noou, from the Hall of the House of Representa- 
lives, 


Mr. Arcuer, Mr. Crayton, Mr. Wituiams, |! 
Mr. Mouvenserec, Mr. C. P. Waite, Mr. Har- | 
rer, and Mc. MARSHALL, were appointed the com- || 


mittee to superintend the funeral ceremonies. 
On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered, 


that when the House adjourns, it > 1. to meet | 


to-morrow morning at eleven o’clock. 
On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, of Virginia, 
the House then adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 10, 1834. 
On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 
Ordered, That the memorial of the Legislative 


| On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 


But I dare not pursue | 


Council of Michigan Territory, praying for an || 
appropriation to improve the navigation over the | 
flats, in Lake St. Clair, and also an appropriation || 
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| for removing the bar at the mouth of Clinton river, | 


in said Territory, be referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That a petition from numerous citizens 
of Cass and Berrien counties, in Michigan Terri- 
tory, praying that the location of the Chicago road 
may be so changed as to run from Edwardsburg 
to Niles, and thence to the mouth of St. Joseph’s 
river, in said Territory, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That the petition of sundry citizens of 
Cass county, Michigan Territory, praying that 
the location of the Chicago road may be so changed 
as to run directly from Edwardsburg, through 
Berrien, to the mouth of the St. Joseph’s river, 
be referred to the Committee on Roadsand Canals. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Ordered, That the memorial of a Territorial Con- 
vention, assembled at Jonesville, in Michigan Ter- 
ritory, on the 8th of January, 1834, praying for 
an appropriation to survey and locate the route for 
a railroad across the peninsula of Michigan, and 
also for an appropriation of lands or money to 
construct said road, be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, to 
whom was referred the bill reported by Mr. Dun- 
CAN on the 16th ult., for making an appropriation 
of a certain quantity of the public land to aid the 
Territory of Michigan in constructing such a work 
as is here prayed for. 


On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 


Ordered, That the petition of Ensign J.G. Odall, || 
| and also the petition of Henry Myers, for arrears 


| of pensions, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


Ordered, That the petition of sundry citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the erection of a light-house 
at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river, and another 
light-house at the mouth of Grand river, on Lake 


the Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuunspay, February 13, 1834. 


The Senate was called to order at half past ten 
| o’clock. 


yesterday, Mr. WHITE suggested that the hour 
had arrived when the Senate had agreed to meet 
the House of Representatives to attend the funeral 
| obsequies of the Hon. Tuomas TyLer Boctpin; 
/and, on his motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


The Senators, preceded by the Sergeant-at- 
|| Arma, and headed by the Vice President and Sec- 
retary of the Senate, proceeded to the Hall of the 
|| House of Representatives. 


| 


| 

|. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Tuurspay, February 13, 1834. 
| 








The House met at eleven o’clock, pursuant to 
| adjournment. 
After prayers and the reading of the Journal, on 
motion, 
The House adjourned to meet to-morrow morn- 
ing at twelve o’clock. 


FUNERAL OF HON. THOMAS T. BOULDIN. 


The members of the Senate, preceded by their 
officers, entered the Hall at twelve o’clock. 

The President of the United States, heads of 
| Departments, and Judges of the Supreme Court 
| also attended, and took seats in front of the Chair. 
The remains of the deceased were brought into 
| the Hall, preceded by the committee of arrange- 

ments, the pall-bearers, and the Virginia delega- 
| tion as mourners. 
| The Episcopal Church service was read by the 
|, Rev. Mr. Harcu, Chaplain to the Senate; after 
|| which an appropriate discourse was pronounced 
| _ by the Rev. Mr. Srocxton, Chaplain to the House 


i 
| 
i 
1 
i 
| 
| 


_ of Representatives. 

The funeral procession was then formed, and 
proceeded to the eastern portico, whence it moved 
to the Congressiona) Cemetery, in the following 
order: 


Michigan, in Michigan Territory, be referred to || 


Immediately after the reading of the Journal of || 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 

















| 


| The members of the 


Feb. 14, 
~The Chaplaine of both Hloveee, 
Physicians and Clergymen who attended the 
deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 








Mr. Archer, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Muhlenberg, Mr. White, of New York, . 
Mr. Harper, of N. Hampshire, 
and Mr. Marshall. 
Pall-Bearers: 

Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Rencher, Mr. McIntire, Mr. 
Bell, of Tenn., Mr. Crane, and Mr. Murphy. 
The Family of the deceased. 
ouse of Representatives and 
Senators from Virginia, as mourners. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 


|The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 


Vice President and their Secretary. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 


| Judges of the Supreme Court and their Officers. 


Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 14, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
Secretary. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
the Legislature of Indiana, praying that measures 
may be taken by Congress for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Ohio river. The memorial 
was referred to Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he should 


_ ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill for the im- 
| provement of the navigation of the river Wabash, 


in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported several bills of a private 
nature from the eae of Representatives; which 
were read and committed. ~ 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Anna Stone, widow 
of John Stone. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution inquiring into the expedienc 


| of placing Mrs. Allen Dix upon the pension roll; 


which was agreed to. ; 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 


| ation of the petition of the clerks in the navy-yard 


at Brooklyn, New York, praying additional com- 
pensation; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill incorporating a 
company, and extending certain benefits, for the 
purpose of cutting a canal in the Territory of 


| Florida, with an amendment. 


Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that he should, 


on Monday next, ask leave to introduce a bill pre- 
_ scribing the time when the sales of public lands 


shall take place. , 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the War Department, transmitting state- 
ments of contracts made by that department in the 


year 1833. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting weekly statements of the State banks, in 
which the public deposites are now made; which, 
on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Se- 
bastian Butcher and others; which was read twic€ 
and committed. 

Mr. BIBB, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for changing the time of 
holding the terms ef the United States Court of 


| the western district of Louisiana; which bill was 
| read, and considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and, on its being reported to the Senate, was, on 


motion of Mr. Buss, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 
Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of sundry 
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citizens of Illinois, relative to a preémption law; | 
which was laid on the table. 
Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, | 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- || 
tion of the petition of E. Y. Dyer, and that it be | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which | 
was so ordered. 
Mr. NAUDAIN, from the same committee, | 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- | 
ation of the memorial of William Waller, and | 
that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; which was agreed to. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of about | 
3,000 mechanics and artisans of the city of New | 


York, ascribing the deranged state of thecurrency | 


to the removal of the deposites; which was read, | 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
numerous meeting of the Democratic citizens of the | 





third congressional district of Pennsylvania, in op- || 


position to the recharter of the Bank of the United | 
States, and the restoration of the public deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the proceedings 
of Democratic citizens of Philadelphia, of the same 
tenor. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented th 
of citizens of Spring Garden, Philade 
of restoring the deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented similar proceed- 
ings of inhabitants of the Northern Liberties, Phil- 


roceedings 
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House to occupy the floor for a few moments, on 
a subject personally relating to himself. Leave 
being granted, Mr. WISE said— 
Mr. Speaker: | ask the indulgence of this | 
occasion of the funeral of my lamented colleague, | 
{Judge Bou.pin,]} whilst I discharge a delicate and 
solemn duty to his memory and myself. His | 


death, so sudden, and so shocking to all, was || 
It happened at a || 


peculiarly distressing to me. 
moment when he was about to reply to what he | 
termed my “ rebuke’? to him. I hopeit is not im- | 
proper for me now tostate to members, his family | 
and friends, and my own, that there was not the | 
slightest emotion of unkind feeling between us at | 
| the time he m4 


of addressing this House, but the other day, on the 


| momentous question which so excited his ardent || 
mind, and which still agitates this nation, as a | 
side, and | 


father toa young colleague, he sat by ay 

gave me the cheering encouragement of his coun- 
tenance and hissmile. When I alluded to the fact 
that the death of his illustrious predecessor had 
| not been announced to this House, I bowed to his 
venerable person, and disavowed the intention to 
‘© rebuke him’’ who filled the seat of Mr. Randolph 


| with honor to himself and usefulnees to the coun- | 


e 
loli: be favor || try. But the day before he was cut down in the || 


midst of his usefulness, we met in this Hall, and 


| nothing, on either side, unexplained. And I am 





adelphia. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented a memorial signed || 
by 500 citizens of Philadelphia, of the like tenor, || 
with the memorial presented by him on Tuesday, || 
in favor of a restoration of the deposites. 


phia, opposed to the removal of the deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the memorial of 
a number of the inhabitants of the county of | 
Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, opposed to the Bank of | 
the United States, and against the restoration of 
the deposites. 

Mr. McKEAN also presented a memorial of the 
inhabitants of Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, in favor of 
the restoration of the deposites. 

The several proceedings and memorials were 
read and referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw the papers of Isaac B. Roberts. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the select committee to 
whom was referred the propriety of admittin 
Michigan and Arkansas into the Union, reporte 
a bill forming a Territorial Government for Wis- 
consin; which was read twice and committed. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. LINN, EWING, KNIGHT, SHEP- 
LEY, and TIPTON. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of paying John Peck the balance of interest due on 
three final-settlement certificates, and which is 
withheld at the Treasury in consequence of an error 
in the act of the last session of Congress (No. 445) 
‘* for the relief of John Peck.” 

By Mr. LINN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of makin 
an appropriation to pay the claim of the heirs an 


more, he would have left no room for misunder- 
standing the relations in which we stood to each | 
other. My object in making the allusion which I | 





| did to the death of Mr. Randolph, was solely what | 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the memorial of || I professed at the time, sincerely disclaiming any || 
1,100 citizens of Moyamensing, county of Philadel- || personal reflection upon my colleague, who, I never || 
| doubted, had good and sufficient reasons for fail- || 


| ing to perform what seemed to be his appropriate | 
| duty. These reasons have since been made pub- 
| lic. He said he would announce them fully when | 


| he came to speak on the deposite question. Alas! || 


little did he anticipate that death would seal his | 
| lips and bury him, too, in silence, before he should | 
| finish what he meant to have said on the death | 
| of his predecessor! I have the consolation to 


| know, that he died with a full knowledge that I 


intended no wound to his feelings, and no re- || 


| proach to his conduct. And it becomes me to | 
| pay my humble tribute to his memory when dead, | 


| as I paid him the homage of my respect, and con- || 


| fidence, and admiration, when living. I became | 
| acquainted with him late in the session, and from | 
| that time until the moment he expired in the pub- | 
| lic service on this floor—a glorious death it was !— | 
| IT have the proud satisfaction of believing that I | 
| daily increased in his good will, whilst I know he | 
| grew in my affections and in my estimation as a | 
_ noble, generous, and warm-hearted friend, an able | 
| and honest and useful man, and a bold and true | 
| patriot, who ** had done the State some service.” | 
| He is gone!—lamented by none here more than | 

by one who is, comparatively, a stranger to all his | 

merits, his high worth, and exalted virtues; and | 
| whose fervent prayer to Heaven now is, that his | 
| departed spirit is reposing in peace in the bosom | 
of his Gop! 
| Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the Post | 
| Office and Post Roads, madea report upon the res- | 
| olution referred to that committee relative to the 
| failure of the mails between the cities of Washing- 
| ton and Boston. Laid on the tabie, and ordered | 


| 


} the order of the day for Monday next. 


House, at its first meeting since the melancholy || 


ired. Sir, when I had the honor |! 


_had a free and friendly cenversation, which left || 


legal representatives of the late Mr. Spencer Pettis 


to be printed, together with the accompan 


ying | 


a services rendered the United States by said 
ettis. ; 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
took up for consideration the memorial and reso- 
lutions submitted by him on Tuesday last, from a 
meeting of citizens in the western part of North 


| 


communication of the Postmaster General. 
Mr.CHILTON, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John Col- | 
lins. Read twice, and committed. 
Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private || 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
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| of Mr. MERCER, and postponed to and made 





Several resolutions for inquiry, heretofore of- 
fered, were considered and agreed to. 

The following resolution, submitted on the 6th 
instant by Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether the provisions of 
the treaty of March, 1832, with the Creek tribe of 
Indians, in thé State of Alabama, be inconsistent 
with the sovereign right of jurisdiction of said 
State within its limits, and whether the execution 
of said treaty has so far conflicted, or is likely to 
conflict, with the operation of the laws of said 
State over the country ceded by such treaty, and 
if 80, to inquire whether some act of legislation 
_ consistent with the rights of said Indians may not 
be necessary to prevent such conflict, and that said 
committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


| On the reading of the resolution, 
| Mr. McKINLEY said that as the subject was 
| amicably adjusted which was contained in the res- 


|| olutions, he thought it better that it should be 


| noticed no further. He therefore moved that ihe 
| resolutions be laid on the table; but he withdrew it 
| immediately at the request of Mr. Lewis. 

Mr. LEWIS did not believe that the subject 
| was yet amicably adjusted, as he had received a 
letter from the Secretary of War that the removal 
of the Indians had been postponed from the 15th 


|| of ill the 16th of March, and that by that 
confident that, ifhe had been spared but a few words lo per, artnet Tr pean deg 


time the lands would be disposed of, so that it 
would not be necessary to execute the orders of 
Government by military force. He hoped so; but 
| still, as the resolution was one of inquiry, he 
| trusted it would be permitted to go to the Commit- 
teeon Indian Affairs. It might still bea question of 
peace or war, and he did not wish it to be subject 
to the control of the President or his subordinate 
| officers. 
| tutional. 
| Mr. McKINLEY considers the question is not 
| now of importance to the State of Alabama. He 
does not agree with many of the expressed opin- 
ions of the President; and was with many of those 
who thought with his colleague, (Mr. Lewis.] 
Yet he considered it extremely injudicious to go into 
the question while the causes of complaint—the 
| invasion of the sovereign rights of Alabama within 

her own State—were likely to be obviated by the 
| removal of the Indians. hen an amicable setile- 

ment of the question was thus likeiy to be effected, 

it was not necessary to refer to any committee— 

— considering the temper a by 
| his colleague in moving its reference—-making it 
| uncertain what action might be had by a commit- 
tee. He considered that the act of 1827 had 
nothing to do with the question. 

Mr. LEWIS said that the removal of the In- 
dians is not the only difficulty apprehended. 
| Mr. McKINLEY having renewed his motion 
_ to have the resolution laid on the table, 
| Mr. LEWIS demanded the ayes and noes on 
the question, which being agreed to by the House, 
the division resulted in 107 ayes and 85 noes to 
lay it on the table. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House com- 

munications from the President, in conformity to 
resolutions for information, adopted on the 8th 





The act of 1827 he considers unconsti- 


|| instant and the 16th ultimo; which, on the motion 


of Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented also the annual ac- 
count from the Secretary of War relative to the 
service of public contracts; and from the Depart- 
ment of War a communication in answer to the 
resolution adopted on the 27th ultimo. 

A bill from the Senate was read a third time and 


Carolina, in relation to the removal of the deposites. 
The motion was agreed to, and thereupon a pro- 
tracted debate ensued, which continued till half 
ast four o’clock, in which Messrs. FORSYTH, 
EBSTER, CLAY, BROWN, WRIGHT, 
PRESTON, and WILKINS, participated. 
The Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fawar, February 14, 1834. 
Mr. WISE, of Virginia, asked leave of the 


| George Gordon, assignee and representative of 
| Matthew Rennie, deceased. Read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 


| 


| the heirs and sureties of Melancthon W. Bostick, 
| deceased. Read twice, and committed. 





and Canals for information relative to the Potomac 


MERCER, laid on the table. 





the Rules of the Elouse was taken up, on motivn 


bridge, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. | 


The resolution from the committee relative to | 


Mr. LANSING reported a bill for the relief of || 


{ 
| 





| passed, authorizing G. B. Lamar, of Georgia, to 
import iron for steamboats and machinery, to be 
used in the inland navigation, free of duty. 

A bill for the relief of Arnold Henry Dohrman, 
was, after some amendments were made thereto, 


|| read a third time and passed. 
The resolution from the Committee on Roads | 


The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Walter Livingston, deceased, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the settlement of com- 
mutation and other revolutionary claims was read 
a third time. The question being on its passage, 





” 
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this bill had been passed to a third reading without 
due consideration. It transferred to the Treasury 
Department important duties which bad hereto- 
fore been examined by Congress. He had not 
given that attention to it himself which the sub- 
ject deserved; and he moved the postponement of 
the bili till Monday. Agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Potter, for- | 
merly postmaster in the town of Franklin, Mis- 
souri, which had been debated for several years | 
since 1826, in both Houses of Congress, and as | 
often rejected; but which had, in January of this | 
year, been eee by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and had passed the Committee of the Whole 
}Hlouse—became again the subject of a protracted 
debate, in which Messrs. CONNOR, BEARDS- 
LEY, ASHLEY, CAGE, and WHIITLESEY, | 
BULL, and McDUFF'IE, participxted, and was 
rejected without a division, 

The House, on motion of Mr. POLK, sus- 
pended the rule by which this day was set apart 
for private business—ayes 90, noes 34. 

The House then resolved itself into Commitiee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
BRIGGS in the chair, and proceeded to consider 
the bill making appropriations for fortifications 
for 1834; which, having been considered, the 
committee thereupon rose and reported it to the 
liouse; and it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The House then went into committee on sun- 
dry bills, Mr. Huppanp in the chair. 

The bill to compensate Susan Decatur and 
others, was postponed. 

The following bills were considered, and re- 
ported to the Llouse: 

A bill for the relief of citizens, sufferers by In- | 
dian depredations; 

A bill to return the duties on certain pieces of | 
sculpture, (intended for the Philadelphia Ex- 
change;) 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Raymer; 

A bill for the relief of Antoine Crusat; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Wrinkle; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schoon- | 
er Admiral; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Darling; 

A bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; 

A bill for the relief of Terence Le Blanc; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Teas, deceased. 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of George 
Gordon, assignee and representative of the heirs | 
of Matthew Ramey; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A bill was reported from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to authorize Edmund Brooke 
to introduce some slaves for his use from the State | 
of Virginia into the District of Columbia, as an | 
exception to the law in existence. Having been | 
debated by several gentlemen, it was eventually | 
postponed. 

A bill for the relief of James Tilford; 

A bill for the relief of William Weedon; 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Worsham; 

A bill for the relief of John Thompson, jr.; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Edmondson; 

A bill for the relief of John Emerson; 

A bill for the relief of Marguerite Baron; 

A bill for the relief of George Douglass; 

The above bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 





From Allan Cunningham’s Biographical and Crilical 
account of English Literature. 


BYRON. 

The cynical, sneering, and sarcastic spirit of our 
times—the doubting of everything, and believing 
in nothing—found a poet in George Gordon Lord 
Byron. Ue was born with the noblest faculties; | 
his imagination was boundless, his intellect lofty 
and vigorous, and his application unceasing; nor | 
cid he want a pessionate energy, and a sensibility 
keen and acute—in short, a union of those fine | 
qualities which fit a man for the highest flights of ' 


| volume—the source of all his fame and much of 


| he returned suddenly to England, surprised the | 


| rapturous applause as had only been heard when 
|| and ** Lady of the Lake.” 
| The Bride of Abydos,” and ‘* Lara,’ appeared 


/ than the public with rhyme, he took a sudden | 


|| tions scarcely less regal and surprising. Having 

| on many occasions displayed an irritability of na- 
| ture, and a quick susceptibility in all things per- 
| sonal, together with a love of showing that he was 


| to a secure and calm anchorage, hailed his mar- || 
| riage with a lady reckoned every way worthy of || 
| from the moment of his marriage his muse was 

| hurt his tereper; his lady, under pretence of a | 


| journey to the country, forsook him; the world, | 


| his glory. 
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Mr. PIERCE, of New Hampshire, said that || 


poetry. How and when much of this was blighted | 


_ and seared will never, perhaps, be discovered; of | 


the sterner and darker parts of his character there | 
is no intimation in the ** Elours of Idleness,”’ and 
the change which came over him, as a cloud | 
comes over the sun, has been imputed to the con- | 
temptuous and unjust criticism in the Edinburgh | 
Review, which nearly drove him distracted, turned | 
his blood to gall,and dipped his pen in nitric acid, | 
and influenced all his subsequent compositions. 
This is not easily reconciled with the circumstance 
mentioned by Moore, that a good deal of his satire 
on the reviewers was written before the critique | 
alluded to appeared. I know not how it came to |, 
pass, but it is certain from this period Byron be- || 
came cynical and moody, and recalled too often for 
his own peace of mind the language of the article, 
which he continued long to resent. || 
His high birth and singular story united in help- | 
ing him on to fame. He was born in London in | 
1788: his father was a spendthrift and a libertine, 
and his mother an heiress, who paid as a penalty 
for her ill-placed love her whole fortune, save | 


some two hundred a year, on which this descend- | 
ant of princes educated her only child, and main- | 
tained her household, Between the poet and a | 
lordship many life-like people stood; but by the | 
time he had half compleied his education relations 

were removed one by one, till at last the title | 
descended to him, and he found himself Lord of | 
Newstead and of himsel/—* that heritage of wo.”’ 
Like Burns, whom in many things he resem- 
bled, with him began love and poetry; when some 
twenty years old he gathered his poems into a 


his sorrow. In reply to its reception from the 
critics of the North, he wrote that sharp satire, 
** English Bards and Scotch Reviewers;’’ and, 
having done so, sailed away to give his wrath a 
cooling on Mount Parnassus and in the Helles- | 
pont. He was beginning to be forgotten, when | 


ij 
| 
} 
} 


country by the publication of ** Childe Harold,”’ | 
and his Whig reviewers, by siding with them in || 
the Lords, and uttering bitter speeches against || 
the Vories. ‘his noble poem raised him at once || 
above criticism,and gave him rank with the high- | 
est spirits of English poesy. 

From this time forward he continued to pour his 
verse before the public with a rapidity only equal- 


all impressed with an Eastern character, and wear- | 
ing the hue and lineament of the people with 
whom he had sojourned among the Mediterranean 
isles, confounded the critics, and awakened such 


the Ariosto of Scotland sent forth his ** Marmion’’ 
OF these ** The Gia- 
our,’’ ‘* The Corsair,’’ ** The Siege of Corinth,” | 


within a wondrous short space of time: which 
proves that the poet’s passions, like those of | 
another bard, raged like so many devils, till they || 
got vent in verse. Elaving wearied himself rather |, 
stride into the realms of blank verse, and gave us | 
his mysterious ‘‘ Manfred,”’ his splendid prodigal || 
**Sardanapalus,’’ with other dramatic composi- | 


inflammable and voluptuous, his friends, in the joy || 
with which mariners welcome a storm-tossed ship || 


her envied fortune. The result was unfortunate; || 


silent; his creditors were not so: three executions 
in this proud man’s house invaded his studies and || 





always ready to strike the proud, and trample on 
the famous, assailed him with its thousand weap- || 
ons, and drove him in a moment of despair from || 
the land which gave him birth, and now inherits 
His course from this moment was | 


way ward,and more like a will-o’-the-wisp than an | 
inspired being; yet, between this and the grave, he | 
wrote some of his boldest compositions; he con- || 
cluded ** Childe Harold,’’ wrote ** Mazeppa,”’ and '! 


| blackest moods. 
extinguished fire of liberty in Italy, and, with a 
| helmet of a spartan pattern on his head, sailed to 
| revive heroism among the hordes of Greece—how 
| he failed, and iow he fell, have been:made known 


|| nor love elsewhere bestowed, could appal. 


| decorum. 





E. ___ Feb. 14. 





alarmed the sedate and the scrupulous with his 
wild ** Don Juan.”’ The poet seems to have been 
sitting between angels of lightand darkness when 
he wrote it, and to have been influenced by the 
former at the rate of ten stanzas to the canto, It 
exhibits some cf his brightest and some of his 
How he tried to restore the 


to the world. He died at Missolongbi, and was 
buried at Newstead, after being refused admission 
into Westminster Abbey. 

The poetry of Byron is singularly bold in con- 


| ception: the thoughts are generally new and strik- 
| ing, and the language audaciously Epaoene and 


fluent. He looks at nature through his own eyes; 
he refuses to feel with others; and this is visible 
in the characters he employs, as well as in thoughts 
on the present and the future, which he scatters 
always with a daring, and sometimes with a pro- 


| faneé prodigality. He has no desire to claim the 


virtues of mercy and generosity for his bandit 
heroes; he dips them in the hues of darkness, and 
then seeks to bring them back towards humanity, 
by shedding on them one ray or so of virtue, which, 
like a light in a charnel-house, renders all more 
ghastly around. His heroines are neither feminine 
nor natural; they seem formed on the Nut Brown 
Maid pattern, whom neither robbery, bloodshed, 
This 
is an offence against the feeling and pride of 
woman’s heart, which all the other charms in 
which he arrays, or the grandeur of soul with 
which he sometimes endows them, cannot atone 
for. Yet, with all the repulsiveness of his men, 
and the melo-dramatic sort of characters of his 


|, women, he invests them with such life—paints 


their thoughts so truly, and their actions with such 


_ wondrous force of light and shade, as render them 


welcome, with all their sins against virtue and 
His chief excellence is in the calm dis- 
section of the human heart, and in expressing sen- 
timents dark and terrible. We follow him, not 
through the charm of love, but the spell of fear; 
and while we cannot find an echo in our own hearts 


| for the third of the fearful things he utters, we fol- 
| low him still. 


Lhe pu | |. sympathy. with universal nature; in this the peasant 
led by the originality of his compositions and the | 


| brightness of his handling. A succession of poems, | 


His radical defect is the want of 


Burns far surpasses the lordly Byron; the humble 
tiller of the ground, who had but the sweat of his 
brow and seven pounds a year for his inheritance, 
loved the earth and all that was in it ten times more 


_ than did the lord of Newstead, with his hich rental, 


and pedigree reaching to the Conquest. The noble 
poet did not see and feel great Nature’s plan, as 
the rustic felt it; he wrote of everything as if in 


|| scorn; he treated virtue as an accident, and error 


as a certainty; and his fame must pay the penalty 
of his pride or his presumption. We read his 


| noblest strains with an uneasy heart and a troubled 


brow: those who desire to draw the honey of hap- 
iness from divine verse, will not readily obtain 


it in the works of the gifted Byron. 





The Zion’s Herald (Methodist) says a 
pamphlet will shortly be issued in vindica- 
tion of the result of the trial of E. K. Avery. 
The pamphlet maintains his entire inne- 
cence, and a mass of ‘evidence will be 
introduced which was excluded at the 
trial. A-relation by Mr. Avery of his 
acquaintance with S. M. Cornell will 
occupy a part of the pamphlet. 


Worthy of Imitation.—It is stated in the 
Journal of Commerce that ‘‘ al/ the mem- 
bers of the Union College have signed a 
pledge of entire abstinence from ardent 
spirits, to be binding during the whole of 
their college course, and we frust to be 
actet] upon during life. They have ad- 
dressed circular letters to other colleges 
and academies, soliciting the cooperation 
of the students in the same glorious cause.” 
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